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07J7. Jalalabad in U.P.’s Shahjahanpur to be renamed
Parshurampuri

3R T3 & ATGAFITX FT STATATETE 7T TRRTAT Fgerean

Jalalabad in U.P’s Shahjahanpur

to be renamed Parshurampuri

The Uttar Pradesh government in a Cabinet
meeting on Monday approved the proposal to
rename the town of Jalalabad in Shahjahanpur
district as Parshurampuri. The decision will come .
into effect after the issuance of the notification.
Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna said, “The
concerned department will complete the
necessary administrative and legal formalities
relating to the renaming. Thereafter, the name of

The Uttar Pradesh government in a Cabinet meeting on
Monday approved the proposal to rename the town of Jalalabad in
Shahjahanpur district as Parshurampuri.

3R G TFR o HHIR 1 g5 Haeie doF # agrer &
reconls and departmental doctmentsin SRS 3T T A TEehT AT F2eA & Si1a b1 Hog & 2

gfct(lfdmewimtfhe Prescrilgetd Pgﬂﬂﬂg‘@ﬂf&” tThe e Thereafter, the name of the town will be changed in all

date government move see O 1den e LOWTL . .

as the birthplace of Lord Parshuram. governme_nt records ano’l’departmental documents in accordance with
the prescribed procedure.

58 d1G; TR Tsha & 3TeTER 7R 1 o713 Tl FIHRY
Ffdarat 3R Rsmia geaast 7 seo igar seem)”

07J7. Saudi Arabia’s low-cost carrier Flyadeal
makes India debut

TFEl 3T FT HH AR aTell TIIATST FATINST
R A gRETerer % R

TR,
Saudi Arabia’s low-cost carrier

e Saudi Arabian low-cost carrier Flyadeal on Monday
commenced its India operations with the launch of a daily non-
stop service between Hyderabad and Riyadh using Airbus
A320 aircraft, making Rajiv Gandhi International Airport its
first destination in the country.

THEI 3RT T HH JFETT dTell TIRATS TS (Flyadeal) o
HHTR T geraTg 3R NG & T awad A320 FaeT ¥ s
ATeT-FETT AT YE Y R F 3911 aRarerst wer fomar, foed
TSATT e TARATSENT §AT$ ST U F 3HHT Ugell ey J7 I1T|

Flyadeal makes India debut

Saudi Arabian low-cost carrier Flyadeal on
Monday commenced its India operations with
the launch of a daily non-stop service between
Hyderabad and Riyadh (using Airbus A320
aircraft), making Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport its first destination in the country. The
Hyderabad-bound flight departs Riyadh at 11.20
p-m. and arrives at 6.50 a.m. the following day
while the return service leaves Hyderabad at 7.55
a.m. and reaches Riyadh at 11.05 a.m.
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Form used in Census second phase rehearsal has ‘open column’ for caste

IGS I: Society

Vijaita Singh the second phase of the Census exercise held in  Deputy Commissioner, Fa-

Abhinay Lakshman Census, named Population 1931 was 4,147. ridabad said.

NEW DELHI Enumeration (PE). Meanwhile, the pre-test The PE phase in 2011
The 2027 Census is the exercise under way also al-  Census had 29 questions

The questionnaire used in  first digital Census and the lowed self-enumeration, covering demographic,

the rehearsal for the se- first to enumerate caste in and the portalhad beenac-  cultural and economic pa-

cond phase of Census, Independent India. cessible from July1to5on-  rameters, as well as litera-

which started in 16 States
and Union Territories on
Monday, has an “open co-
lumn” for respondents to
record their castes, several
officials involved in the ex-
ercise told The Hindu.

Though this gives an in-
dication of how caste is
likely to be enumerated in
the country as part of the
Population Census 2027,
officials said that this was
just a “pre-test” and the fi-
nal methodology will be
prepared based on the
feedback received during
the exercise, which con-
cludes on July 20.

The castes of all resi-
dents will be recorded in

Until now, only the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
were enumerated during
the Census exercise.

The PE phase will be
conducted in February

2027 across the country o

but in Ladakh and snow- o
bound areas of Jammu and Mﬂ‘ Z
Kashmir, Ut handand An

Himachal Pradesh, it will
be concluded by Septem-
ber 30. The final question-
naire will be known by
September.

Debate continues
The discourse on the meth-
odology of caste enumera-

tion has largely swung bet-
e

ween either leaving an
open column for caste — as
in the 2011 Socio-Economic
Caste Census (SECC) — or
preparing a list of castes
for people to pick from, as
the Bihar government did
in its 2022-23 caste-based

Interestingly, the open
column methodology had
resulted in the 2011 SECC
returning over 46 lakh dif-
ferent “caste names”, lar-
gely owing to the diffe-
rence in what people
understand by caste.

Slgmﬁcantly the ane

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

takes notes during a door-to-door survey for the Census in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Minister Narendra Modi-
led government has consis-
tently maintained over the
last decade that the 2011
SECC’s caste data were un-
reliable because of “er-
rors” in data collection.
The total number of
castes enumerated by the

Contact Number : 9971932488

ly in the specific areas
where the rehearsal is be-
ing conducted.

In Faridabad, Haryana,
the exercise is being con-
ducted in 17 enumeration
blocks.

Each block typically has
150 to 180 residential units
with a population of 650 to
800 people.

“To evaluate field proce-
dures, digital applications,
and operational arrange-
ments ahead of the nation-
wide population enumera-
tion, a pre-test will be
conducted in Ward No. 24
— comprising 17 enumera-
tion blocks — from July 1 to
July 20,” the office of the

cy, migration, marital sta-
tus, travel to place of work,
and fertility.

An official said, “While
SC and ST communities
will be enumerated as they
have always been, with
codes for communities in
the SC and ST lists, other
people will have an open
column to fill in their caste
and enumerators will enter
whatever a resident says
their caste is.”

This comes even as
scholars and experts have
been speculating how the
government will decide to
enumerate castes in India
ever since the Union Cabi-
net approved it in 2025.
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07J7. Form used in Census second phase rehearsal has ‘open column’ for

caste

SATIAVTAT F GAY TOT & GaATSATH & T J9=7 & F1fey & fAT ‘g e w@m mar g

The castes of all residents will be recorded in the second phase of the Census, hamed
Population Enumeration (PE).

STITOTAT & g@Y T, TSIy oigere Tegaare (PE) &1 ST &, 7 @eft fovanfeat hr sinfer gor
T S|

Until now, only the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) were enumerated
during the Census exercise.

IS Teh ST & ERTeT Shafel erafara sfadl (SCs) 3R sreqafaa srersnfor (STs) HT &
ITOTAT T STt 2T

Meanwhile, the pre-test exercise under way also allowed self-enumeration, and the portal
had been accessible from July 1 to 5 only in the specific areas where the rehearsal is being
conducted.

58 o, TeT T¢ N-FE 391 A FG-IM01AT (Self-enumeration) T 8 3reTafer &1 9715 oY 3R
SHHT UICel 1 AT | 5 SAT§ cfeh charol 3¢l &T31 3 STlst UT STgl JaTs-ar fohdm STT 7T 8 |
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07J7 | T.N. defends CRZ nod for Mamallan reservoir project

ATATATS A AHEAT FTARMT TRATST & FT HIRAs At 71 a=ma fmar

07J7 | British jets intercept Russian aircraft over Norwegian Sea
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TN. defends CRZ
nod for Mamallan
reservoir project

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu State
Coastal Zone Management
Authority (TNSCZMA) has
defended the Coastal Reg-
ulation Zone (CRZ) clea-
rance granted to the pro-
posed Mamallan Reservoir
project in Chengalpattu
district before the South-
ern Bench of the National
Green Tribunal.

It argued that the pro-
ject complies with the CRZ
Notification, 2011, and was
subjected to multiple levels
of technical scrutiny. It also
has stringent environmen-
tal safeguards.

In its counter-affidavit,
the authority sought the
dismissal of a petition, filed
by K. Saravanan, challeng-
ing the CRZ clearance is-
sued in December 2025 for
the proposed reservoir in
the Kovalam sub-basin.
The site falls between the
East Coast Road and the
0ld Mahabalipuram Road.

According to the author-
ity, the proposed Phase-I
reservoir will cover 1,770.5
hectares (4,375 acres) and
have a storage capacity of
1.655 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc ft) to ad-
dress the recurring drink-
ing water shortage in the
southern parts of the
Chennai Metropolitan
Area. It said the reservoir
would cater to around
50,000 residents in villag-
es, including Nemmeli,
Krishnankaranai, Pattipu-
lam, Paiyanur, Kalavak-
kam, Thiruporur, Thiruvi-
danthai and
Mamallapuram, besides
mitigating floods and sea-

While govt. says the
project will address

water shortage and
floods, fishermen

say it will affect
their livelihood

water intrusion.

The counter-affidavit
said the proposal was exa-
mined by the Chengalpattu
District Coastal Zone Man-
agement Authority
(DCZMA), the Technical
Expert Committee, the
State Expert Appraisal
Committee, the [IT-Madras
and the TNSCZMA before
the CRZ clearance was
granted.

The project does not in-
volve reclamation of the
sea, estuary, or tidal wa-
ters, but is proposed on in-
land floodplain poromboke
land, it said.

Dissent note

The project, however, has
drawn sustained opposi-
tion from fishing commun-
ities and environmental ex-
perts.

Fishing community’s re-
presentatives from villages
along the Nemmeli-Kova-
lam backwaters have al-
leged that they were not
consulted before the pro-
ject was approved and
have said the reservoir will
affect the livelihoods of
thousands of inland and
marine fishermen depen-
dent on the brackish water
ecosystem. They have also
contended that converting
the tidal marsh into a fresh-
water reservoir could in-
crease flood risks to neigh-
bouring villages.

07J7. T.N. defends CRZ nod for Mamallan
reservoir project

affrereg & A srarer aRaeer F A
IS FHSL F7 =T aw

e The Tamil Nadu State Coastal Zone Management
Authority (TNSCZMA) has defended the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) clearance granted to the proposed Mamallan
Reservoir project in Chengalpattu district before the
Southern Bench of the National Green Tribunal.

afAaaTg TsT 8T QX Jaere WIfAHIT (TNSCZMA) & IS
g arftraor (NG T) it gfaroft fis & aweT ereraee forer
JEAad AFee ST TRIATSTAT & &1 18 a8 RfgseT &
(CRZ) ol &7 s<id fhar g

e Fishing community representatives from villages
along the Nemmeli-Kovalam backwaters have alleged that
they were not consulted before the project was approved and
have said the reservoir will affect the livelihoods of thousands

of inland and marine fishermen dependent on the brackish
water ecosystem.

AFA-FIGeH SHAICT &1 & INal o AGHRT FHET &
fafafet & 3T o § o aR&YSTr &1 Fspll &t & 95l
3T G TgT TohaT ITAT TUT 3oThT ShgalT g o Tg STlT R
Tt & qIRFEAfAT a7 W 38R goiRt sradelar 3 o
AGIHRY T 3TNt T genfaa |
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British jets intercept Russian
aircraft over Norwegian Sea

LONDON

British F-35 jets, on Mon-
day, escorted a Bear-F Rus-
sian aircraft that “repeat-
edly approached” the
U.K’s Carrier Strike Group
in the Norwegian Sea and
dropped sonobuoys near
the aircraft carrier, accord-
ing to the U.K.’s Ministry of
Defence (MoD).

The incident occurred
on the eve of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organiza-
tion’s (NATO) military al-
liance’s annual summit,
scheduled to be held from
July 7-8 in Turkiye’s capital
Ankara.

The Bear-F passed at
“low altitude and unneces-
sarily close” to HMS Prince
of Wales (part of the fleet),
dropping a large number
of sonobuoys in “close
proximity” to the carrier,
according to the U.K. MoD.

dropping a large number of sonobuoys in close proximity to the carrier, according to the U.K.
MoD.

Air incident: A British Royal Navy F-35B fighter plane intercepts a
Russian Tupolev ‘Bear-F’ aircraft over the Norwegian Sea. AFP

“The Russian aircraft was
intercepted and escorted
by two U.K. F-35 jets from
HMS Prince of Wales until it
left the area,” the state-
ment said.

Sonobuoys are devices
using sonar to detect
submarines.

NATO’s Arctic Sentry

The Carrier Strike Group is
deployed in the region as
part of NATO’s Arctic Sen-

try, part of the alliance’s
military posture in the Arc-
tic and High North.

UK. Defence Secretary
Dan Jarvis and Iceland’s
Foreign Minister, Thorger-
dur Katrin Gunnarsdottir,
had visited HMS Prince of
Wales over the weekend.

Mr. Jarvis is reportedly
hoping to stay on in his
post if Andy Burnham
takes the reins at No.10
Downing Street.

07J7. British jets intercept
Russian aircraft over Norwegian
Sea

fafeer oz et & adforae
PR & 39T & faATeT #f Q1

e British F-35 jets, on Monday,
escorted a Bear-F Russian aircraft that
“repeatedly approached” the U.K.’s
Carrier Strike Group in the Norwegian
Sea and dropped sonobuoys near the
aircraft carrier, according to the U.K.
Ministry of Defence (MoD).

foreer & F-35 argrs @l & SR S
A TIAIT TR A .. F HRAT FLHF TI
% UTH IR-IR ATel dlel &F & Bear-F @#ART
I TEhIC AT 3. T&T HATerT (MoD) &
38R, 34 [4ATE o faATTdges 9d &
e @G (Sonobuoys) 8 fARTT|

e The Bear-F passed at low
altitude and unnecessarily close to HMS
Prince of Wales, which is part of the fleet,

. T HATTT o IR, Bear-Fﬁmmi—znéq'\rssﬁgtra?asr%w HMS Prince of
Wales & 37cgiereh feishe & oRT 3R faaTTarge did & qre 957 61 & e R
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07J7 | In India, voting cannot remain merely a statutory right
HRd A AdEI Had U dunfas JHR ¢ W@ THhar
07J7 | Can Bar Associations refuse to represent an accused?
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In India, voting cannot remain merely a statutory right

ecently, a Congress leader revived an

old constitutional debate by

demanding that voting should be

recognised as a fundamental right. At
first sight, the demand appears unexceptionable.
In a democracy, what could be more
fundamental than a citizen’s right to choose those
who govern? Yet, for more than seven decades,
the Supreme Court of India has consistently held
that the right to vote is not a fundamental right
but merely a statutory right.

This judicial position, though well established,
has become increasingly difficult to reconcile
with the Court’s own evolving jurisprudence. In a
series of landmark decisions, the Court has
gradually transformed the voter from a passive
statutory creature into an active constitutional
actor.

The result is a curious paradox: while the act
of voting itself continues to be described as
statutory, many of its essential facets have already
acquired constitutional protection.

The traditional position dates back to N.P.
Ponnuswami vs Returning Officer (1952), where the
Court held that the right to vote and the right to
contest elections are not common law rights but
rights created by statute. The principle was
reaffirmed in Jyoti Basu & Others vs Debi Ghosal &
Others (1982), where Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy
observed that the right to elect, “fundamental
though it is to democracy”, is neither a
fundamental right nor a common law right, but
“purely a statutory right”. A Constitution Bench
reiterated this position in Kuldip Nayar vs Union
of India (2006), holding that while democracy
forms part of the basic structure of the
Constitution, the individual right to vote flows
from legislation, principally the Representation of
the People Acts.

The logic behind this approach is
understandable. The Constitution does not
expressly enumerate the right to vote among the
fundamental rights contained in Part I
Parliament, therefore, enjoys considerable
latitude in prescribing qualifications,
disqualifications and procedures governing
elections.

However, the story does not end there.

Constitutionalising the poll process
Beginning in the early years of this century, the
Court embarked upon a process of
constitutionalising the electoral process. In Union
of India vs Association for Democratic Reforms
(2002), the Court held that voters have a right to
know the criminal antecedents, educational
qualifications and financial assets of candidates.
This right was located squarely in Article 19()(a),
the fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression. The Court reasoned that meaningful
participation in democracy is impossible unless
voters are adequately informed.

S.Y. Quraishi

Former Chief Election
Commissioner of
India and author of
“An Undocumented
Wonder: The Making
of the Great

Indian Election’

The right not to
vote enjoys
constitutional
protection;
paradoxically,
the right to
vote does not

A year later, in People’s Union of Civil Liberties
vs Union of India (2003), the Court drew an
important distinction. While reiterating that the
right to vote is statutory, it held that the freedom
of voting — that is, the freedom to make an
informed choice - is a fundamental right
protected by Article 19(1)(a).

The most intriguing development came in the
2013 NOTA judgment. Recognising the option of
“None of the Above”, the Court held that a voter’s
decision to reject all candidates is a form of
political expression protected by Article 19(1)(@).
The Court further held that secrecy of the ballot
must extend even to those who choose not to
vote for any candidate.

This produces an extraordinary constitutional
anomaly. The Court has effectively held that the
right to know is fundamental, the freedom to
make an informed choice is fundamental, the
secrecy of the ballot is fundamental, and even the
right to reject all candidates is constitutionally
protected. Yet, the act of voting itself continues to
be treated as a mere statutory entitlement.

One is tempted to ask: if the Constitution
protects the right to reject all candidates, why
does it not protect the right to choose one?

Recent constitutional jurisprudence also points
in this direction. In Anoop Baranwal vs Union of
India (2023), Justice Ajay Rastogi, in his separate
opinion, expressly favoured recognising voting as
a fundamental right. Although this view did not
command a majority, the Constitution Bench
repeatedly referred to voting as a constitutional
right rather than merely a statutory one. This
marks an important shift in judicial
understanding. The Court may not yet have
elevated voting to the status of a fundamental
right, but it has undoubtedly moved beyond the
narrow statutory conception that dominated
earlier decisions.

The anomaly becomes even more striking
when viewed through the prism of the basic
structure doctrine. Since Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Kerala (1973), the Court has repeatedly
held that democracy forms part of the
Constitution’s basic structure. In Indira Nehru
Gandhi vs Shri Raj Narain & Anr. (1975), the Court
underscored that free and fair elections are an
essential feature of democracy. Subsequent
decisions have consistently reaffirmed this
principle.

Democracy begins with votes
But democracy does not exist in the abstract. It
operates through elections, and elections derive
their legitimacy from the participation of citizens
through the ballot. The vote is the very
instrument through which popular sovereignty is
exercised. It is through the vote that “We, the
People” periodically renew the legitimacy of the
state and hold governments accountable.

If democracy is a part of the Constitution’s

basic structure, and if free and fair elections are
indispensable to democracy, it is difficult to
explain why the citizen’s right to vote should
remain outside the constitutional core. To say
that democracy is basic to the Constitution while
the citizen’s vote is merely a statutory right
appears incongruous. A democracy without
voters is inconceivable.

This does not necessarily mean that every
aspect of voting should be elevated into an
absolute fundamental right immune from
regulation. Parliament must continue to prescribe
qualifications, disqualifications and procedures
necessary for the conduct of elections. Age
requirements, electoral rolls, residency
conditions, disqualifications for corrupt practices
and other regulatory provisions are indispensable
for orderly elections.

What requires constitutional recognition is not
every procedural detail but the core right of every
eligible citizen to participate in the democratic
process.

This becomes particularly evident when one
examines Article 326 of the Constitution. The
Article mandates that elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies shall be based on
universal adult suffrage. Every citizen above the
age of 18 is constitutionally entitled to be
registered as an elector, subject only to narrowly
defined disqualifications. The source of this
entitlement is not legislation but the Constitution
itself. The Representation of the People Acts
merely operationalise that constitutional
command.

Thus, while the mechanics of voting may be
statutory, the citizen’s entitlement to be a voter
flows directly from the Constitution. Exclusion
from the electoral roll, except in accordance with
constitutionally permissible limitations,
therefore, strikes at a constitutional guarantee.

A matter for the Court to revisit
The distinction between statutory and
constitutional rights may have served a useful
purpose in the early years of the Republic, when
electoral jurisprudence was still in its infancy. But
the Court’s own decisions have steadily blurred
that distinction by progressively
constitutionalising various facets of voting.

Perhaps the time has come for the Court to
revisit an old doctrine. In a Constitution where
democracy and free and fair elections constitute
the basic structure, the citizen’s vote cannot
remain a constitutional orphan. The ballot is not
merely a statutory privilege conferred by
Parliament. It is the instrument through which
popular sovereignty is expressed and the
Republic periodically renews its democratic
legitimacy.

After all, if the Constitution protects the right
to reject every candidate, it can scarcely deny
protection to the right to choose one.

07J7. In India, voting cannot remain merely a statutory right

HRT H AGET Had U durfas AR 7€ @ aFar

e The traditional position dates back to N.P. Ponnuswami vs Returning Officer (1952), where
the Court held that the right to vote and the right to contest elections are not common law
rights but rights created by statute.

ARARE gfSeehior Tt Y. Qieereart gare Refefar ifheaR (1952) Aee & o1, STel wardre
o AT 3 Acere 1 HHR 3R AT o5at &1 JTHR AT fafer s 78t § afos s

gant fafia sfRaR &

e The principle was reaffirmed in Jyoti Basu & Others vs Debi Ghosal & Others (1982),
where Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy observed that the right to elect, “fundamental though it is
to democracy’, is neither a fundamental right nor a common law right, but “purely a statutory

right”.

svﬁ'c:;ﬁ?raﬁrg?rzgﬁcmﬁq@mmaﬁmua‘m(lgsz)mﬁgé, STeT
= 3. RIeTouT 8T & &gl foh YeTd el b1 DR, “oliehelT & foIv Hiforen gt &
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STaele’, o At #ifesh HHR g 3R o & A=y fafer 3R, afes ‘g o & v Jurfas
AfFER” B

A Constitution Bench reiterated this position in Kuldip Nayar vs Union of India (2006),
holding that while democracy forms part of the basic structure of the Constitution, the

individual right to vote flows from legislation, principally the Representation of the People
Acts.

Teh HIGHTT 1o o FAGIT AG TI1H AR VG (2006) AH F 38 &A1 i 2Teram iR gl o
e AT liehc T HITETeT h F T AT T GEAT §, Afehet AT T HclgTl HTARR Hlee, HET
¥ ¥ 57 yfafaftca sifafagat @ scaea giar g

The Constitution does not expressly enumerate the right to vote among the fundamental
rights contained in Part IIl.

HfaerTe #1eT 11| & A Ao HfAFRY & 3ceTd Hcer & HhR I FTUve &9 § Ty
e IXAT |

Parliament, therefore, enjoys considerable latitude in prescribing qualifications,
disqualifications and procedures governing elections.

SafAT THe T oAl § H T A3, 3T AR Fishanait it freiRe e 7 gaied
FT AT 9T &
In Union of India vs Association for Democratic Reforms (2002), the Court held that

voters have a right to know the criminal antecedents, educational qualifications and financial
assets of candidates.

i 3T 33T qam TRl R A feF Rl (2002) #, =arare ¥ &gl fa
AJSTAT3T i 3FHEaRT & e sfagd, Pe1fore MMegan3it 3R fadr aufaat o saa a1
IRFR &I

This right was located squarely in Article 19(1)(a), the fundamental right to freedom of
speech and expression.

58 TSR I TIC 9 W HeTeda 19(1)(a) 3 e 1@ a1, S iffeaiera iR are Fac=ar
&1 HiforF FAOFR B

The Court reasoned that meaningful participation in democracy is impossible unless voters
are adequately informed.

AT o 7 18T o6 STeT deh AT 9fied &9 & Giad 781 §1d, da deh elichdd & |rda
HINERY 37T ¢

A year later, in People’s Union of Civil Liberties vs Union of India (2003), the Court drew
an important distinction.

Teh aY dTe, figew fager 3w e fradisr samr gfage site $f3am (2003) #, =grgro
Teh HedquT 3 T R |

While reiterating that the right to vote is statutory, it held that the freedom of voting — that is,
the freedom to make an informed choice — is a fundamental right protected by Article
19(1)(a).
ﬂaama:mwﬁéwmmguwﬁmﬁsmﬁﬁm—mﬂaaﬁm
Taehod TaTat T TaciFaT — 3HeTe0e 19(1)(a) GIRT TRETT Ueh Hiforh AR B

The most intriguing development came in the 2013 NOTA judgment.

T e fager 2013 & NOTA faohr 3 amaet 3mam|

Recognising the option of “None of the Above”, the Court held that a voter’s decision to
reject all candidates is a form of political expression protected by Article 19(1)(a).

“FTH ¥ FIE AET (NOTA)” fasheq T AIAT & §U FATaTerd o e fob Tl 3FafEaRT 1
3TEAIHR Flet T HAGTAT T A0 3fefedse 19(1)(a) SART TRIaTT Astalfa ifdeafda 1 vh
qE
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The Court further held that secrecy of the ballot must extend even to those who choose not to
vote for any candidate.

ST o 313 &gl foh ATIF Y MYATAT 37 9l e 8 FaeaiRa glelr anfge i forer of
3FHICaR Y lC 78T ool T fdehed ol ¢ |

This produces an extraordinary constitutional anomaly.

g Teh ITATUROT Henfare faaarfa 3cdee Far gl

The Court has effectively held that the right to know is fundamental, the freedom to make an
informed choice is fundamental, the secrecy of the ballot is fundamental, and even the right to
reject all candidates is constitutionally protected.

AT o T 9 & AT § 13 Siletet o1 31TUhR Hiforen &, G faehed Yeiat ol Eaear
Aifors §, AGUT T Meiaar Aiferss § 3R TgT d o Tafr 3eiicanr’ & 3RdR i 1
R o gaunfaes ®9 & Wiaa gl

Yet, the act of voting itself continues to be treated as a mere statutory entitlement.

T ofY, AaCT T forar &1 3738 3 Shael Uah denfaie IAFR & FT & AT JAT S|

In Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India (2023), Justice Ajay Rastogi, in his separate opinion,
expressly favoured recognising voting as a fundamental right.

3T SAATS qATH JraeT 3T ST (2023) A, =St o1 TEARM & 39el 370797 T 7
AcTeTe 1 Fifereh TP & T H AT Saf T TqvC FHA T |

Although this view did not command a majority, the Constitution Bench repeatedly referred to
voting as a constitutional right rather than merely a statutory one.

mﬁﬁmﬁ@awmaﬁm,éﬁmtﬁsﬁm-mmﬁm
Feniaes JTSR & I Faunfas AR & &7 7 Gei@ia fHam)

Since Kesavananda Bharati vs State of Kerala (1973), the Court has repeatedly held that
democracy forms part of the Constitution’s basic structure.

FAATAG AT TATH FIA TS (1973) & 916, T, 7T of TR-IR gl & [oh allehd T ATaYTT Sl
el T 7 R gl

In Indira Nehru Gandhi vs Shri Raj Narain & Anr. (1975), the Court underscored that free
and fair elections are an essential feature of democracy.

ST A a1Teft I 2ft TS ARTAT v 37 (1975) H, =R o Wit foham o Taa 3R
TASTET ToATa cliehcl &l Ueh TaReh TaLVeT &

It operates through elections, and elections derive their legitimacy from the participation of
citizens through the ballot.

Ig YATaT o AETH O AT Il &, 3R FeATd 39eA JEAT ARTRRT Y ATIT F ATCTH {
HIfERY & JToT I &

The vote is the very instrument through which popular sovereignty is exercised.

A g THT TTE ¢ Foeh ATETH O S FHeTcT 1 JA1eT foham STt &

It is through the vote that “We, the People” periodically renew the legitimacy of the state and
hold governments accountable.

A & ATETH A 1 FH, AR & AN FHI-TAT W AT T JEAT 1 dAdNellghed Hid ¢ 3N
TEHRT T SdTECE ST & |

Age requirements, electoral rolls, residency conditions, disqualifications for corrupt practices
and other regulatory provisions are indispensable for orderly elections.

37Ty HT 3TALIHATY, HleTall Iell, forare el eret, 87 3TeRoT & fov 3@t 3R 373
forarae: graere sgafyd gaml & fav sifaart €

This becomes particularly evident when one examines Article 326 of the Constitution.

Ig T4 &9 & 7d TISC BIelT § ST his WAUTT & HeTeda 326 T HETTA AT 8|

The Representation of the People Acts merely operationalise that constitutional command.

St wfafafRie siRfaas Fao 3@ gawfas Ader &1 fharfead wid 81
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e Thus, while the mechanics of voting may be statutory, the citizen’s entitlement to be a voter
flows directly from the Constitution.

SH YR, Hol & AdGTT T TfhaT eI 81 Hohcll &, olfehe] AT T AAGIAT Sefet T TSR
e WiAeneT ¥ 3cueT T g

Can Bar Associations refuse
to represent an accused?

What has the Supreme Court said about Bar resolutions denying legal representation?

LETTER & SPIRIT
Rizmi Lia M.

The story so far:

he Faizabad Bar Association’s
resolution to not represent the
accused in the Ayodhya Ram

Temple embezzlement case has
prompted the question of whether a Bar
Association could collectively decide not
to represent a particular accused.

‘What is the Supreme Court’s take?
The Supreme Court has consistently held
that every accused has the right to fair
trial and legal representation and it is
illegal, unconstitutional and contrary to
professional ethics to deny that right.

In a Supreme Court judgment in 2010,
A.S. Mohammed Rafi v. State of Tamil
Nadu, the case arose out of a
confrontation between lawyers and police
personnel in Coimbatore.

07J7. Can Bar Associations refuse to represent an

Following the incident, a local Bar
Association passed a resolution that none
of its members would represent the
accused police personnel. A Division
Bench of Justices Markandey Katju and
Gyan Sudha Misra held that such
resolutions by Bar bodies were “wholly
illegal, against all traditions and
professional ethics”.

The court declared in the judgment
that “all such resolutions of Bar
Associations in India are null and void
and the right-minded lawyers should
ignore and defy such resolutions if they
want democracy and rule of law to be
upheld in this country”.

What is the accused’s right to be
defended?

Article 22(1) of the Constitution
guarantees that no arrested person shall
be denied the right “to consult, and to be
defended by, a legal practitioner of his
choice™. Article 14 provides for equality
before the law and equal protection of the

laws within the territory of India.

‘The Supreme Court has recognised the
right to a fair trial as an integral part of
the right to life and personal liberty under
Article 21.

Article 394, a Directive Principle of
State Policy, further requires the State to
ensure that the legal system promotes
Jjustice on the basis of equal opportunity
and that no citizen is denied access to
justice because of economic or other
disabilities, including through free legal
aid.

What do the Bar Council of India
Rules say?

The ‘Standards of Professional Conduct
and Etiquette’ chapter of the Bar Council
of India Rules says that “an advocate is
bound to accept any brief in the Courts or
Tribunals or before any other authorities
in or before which he proposes to practise
at a fee consistent with his standing at the
Bar and the nature of the case. Special
circumstances may justify his refusal to

accept a particular brief”

However, the Uttarakhand High Court
in Kuldeep Agarwal v. State Of Uttarakhand
And Others (2019) clarified that “special
circumstances mentioned in Clause II,
justifying refusal of an advocate to accept
a particular brief, refers, by the use of the
word “his”, to the advocate in his
individual capacity, and not to the Bar
Association whose members are
advocates”.

Have such resolutions been passed
before?

Yes. Following the 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks, a Bar resolution opposed legal
representation for arrested terrorist,
Ajmal Kasab. The legal aid lawyer initially
assigned to him declined to appear, while
another advocate who agreed to defend
him faced political threats before a lawyer
was eventually appointed under police
protection.

After the December 16, 2012 Delhi
gangrape case, lawyers at the Saket courts
passed a similar resolution refusing to
represent the accused. Likewise, lawyers
declined to defend the accused in the
2019 Hyderabad veterinary doctor’s rape
and murder case.

How have courts dealt with such
resolutions?

The Uttarakhand High Court had in 2019
declared null and void a resolution passed
by the Kotdwar Bar Association

accused?

FI1 IR TaIfATere R 3 F1 9fafafca F9 A sTHR FT Thdr &2

threatening to terminate the membership
of any lawyer who represented an
accused in the murder of an advocate.

In 2020, the Karnataka High Court
criticised the Hubballi Bar Association
after lawyers objected to advocates
representing Kashmiri students accused
of raising pro-Pakistan slogans. The
Bench described the conduct of lawyers
on the Dharwad court premises who
prevented advocates from filing bail
applications as “sheer militancy”. It also
indicated that such resolutions could
amount to criminal contempt.

More recently, the Madras High Court
in Manikandan Nair v. State of Tamil Nadu
in 2025 reiterated that Bar Associations
cannot formally or informally prevent
advocates from appearing for any
accused.

In the case of J. Jayalalithaa v. State of
Karnataka (2014), the Supreme Court
observed that “fair trial is the main object
of criminal procedure and such fairness
should not be hampered or threatened in
any manner. Fair trial entails the interests
of the accused, the victim and the society.
Thus, fair trial must be accorded to every
accused in the spirit of the right to life and
personal liberty and the accused must get
a free and fair, just and reasonable trial on
the charge imputed in a criminal case”.

Thus, the Supreme Court has
consistently held that the right to legal
representation is a core feature of a fair
trial.

e In a Supreme Court judgment in 2010, A.S. Mohammed Rafi v. State of Tamil Nadu, the
case arose out of a confrontation between lawyers and police personnel in Coimbatore.

2010 & Fdfed ~arTerd & f0iy v.ow. Aigeae Th T AfATATg T #, Tg HAH HrIaet

# qehrell 3R gferd AT & ST §U THUT § 3o §31T 2|
e A Division Bench of Justices Markandey Katju and Gyan Sudha Misra held that such

resolutions by Bar bodies were “wholly illegal, against all traditions and professional ethics”.

T ATRST FTes] IR AT G s i Wi o Fer foh IR el garT 08 yeara g
e 13y, T WRTAT AR Teaw Afderar & fasey” 81

What is the accused’s right to be defended?

IR T T 9T 7 HFR FIAT 82

e Article 22(1) of the Constitution guarantees that no arrested person shall be denied the right
“to consult, and to be defended by, a legal practitioner of his choice”.

HIAUT T HTede 22(1) F§ FATRHT HIAT 8 o TRl 8ff TREAR g &l “370el aie &
faftr coaamit & IRl et 3R 30k gaRT F9Td UTed I o ATUSR & afd oAe1 fhar

SITaa|

e Article 14 provides for equality before the law and equal protection of the laws within the
territory of India.

BT 14 Rl & &1 oh R Helel o THET THTAT 3R el o THTT HIETT T TTTETeT

AT

e The Supreme Court has recognised the right to a fair trial as an integral part of the right to

life and personal liberty under Article 21.
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Hafed =arTery = fasqat goaaré & TR 1 ATede 21 & Ted Sidel AR IFIId T
F 3fOFR F1 31fHeT foear AT &I

e Article 39A, a Directive Principle of State Policy, further requires the State to ensure that the
legal system promotes justice on the basis of equal opportunity and that no citizen is denied
access to justice because of economic or other disabilities, including through free legal aid.

T & A g deal 7 fAer e 39A AT § Ig FIATRET kel I 38T T & foh
HIeTell SHAEAT HHT I & TR R A1 T dg1aT & R 1S o AT 31 a1 3507
STETHCIIT & HRUT #IR GTed A F dTd o I8, TS o Q[eeh el qgraar off anfder g1

What do the Bar Council of India Rules say?

HRAT IR SR F FadT T Fea &7

e The ‘Standards of Professional Conduct and Etiquette’ chapter of the Bar Council of India
Rules says that “an advocate is bound to accept any brief in the Courts or Tribunals or before
any other authorities in or before which he proposes to practise at a fee consistent with his
standing at the Bar and the nature of the case.

HRAT SR F3TA fATAT & ‘caraaie Jravor 3R Rsermr & A’ 37T & Fgr a7 g foh
“Teh JTTAGeFdT =aTaTerdl AT ~ATTTeon A7 fhet 31 TIfeoT & 8T, STeT ag 79T el
TAEAT §, 1T A F ReAfe 3R ArTer Y T & HeTwT geah T Y 37 A Y FHFR e
& forw sTeT g

Have such resolutions been passed before?

F1 00 g9 ggo oY R fpw v &2

e Yes. Following the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks, a Bar resolution opposed legal
representation for arrested terrorist, Ajmal Kasab.

8l1 2008 S ATAFHATG! gHal o dT6, Teh SR YEATT o PR HTcAhaTer HSTHeT HATS
FIefeit Ffdfafica =1 1 farier foha|

o After the December 16, 2012 Delhi gangrape case, lawyers at the Saket courts passed a
similar resolution refusing to represent the accused.

16 fewa¥ 2012 fereeh AEIfeT gearet AIAS & aTe, Hiohl FATATerAT & dehlall of 3TRITT &1
AT e § $eAPR lcl §U THT 1 el R b

e Inthe case of J. Jayalalithaa v. State of Karnataka (2014), the Supreme Court observed
that “fair trial is the main object of criminal procedure and such fairness should not be
hampered or threatened in any manner.

. TFATAAT FATH FeATedh Wsd (2014) ATHS H, Fafed =TT A Fgl 7o “ToAsaet gerarg
3MOTTereh Gfsham &1 7T 3eged & 3R O foysaerar i fonelt il Johr & STfereT a1 @ # &gt
3TelT ST A1 |
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forrar ot @ ATew verdt At el I AF F v Aot qedr w1 smear B
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NATO push to raise defence spending strains European members’ budgets

T84T oY AT Y 1Y T Tger { JUAT TeET U & Fofe W qg1 g
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Questions surrounding the Quad’s future

Pahalgam attack: NIA files
charges against LeT chief

Supplementary chargesheet provides details of Pakistan’s conspiracy, Saeed's role, and supporting

The Hindu Bureau

of the Pakistan-based ter-
rorist organisation Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT) and its
proxy The Resistance
Front (TRF), in the Pahal-

“The accused has been

the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967. NIA

Akshardham Temple attack and

the Mumbai train bombings in 2006

u India termed Saeed the

mastermind of 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks and sought his extradition

multiple times

racy from across the bor-

filed in continuation of the
original 1,597-page char-

the NIA in the case

The NIA had filed the
original chargesheet on

evidence collected by the agency; LeT, TRF charged as legal entities for their role in the attack

December 15, 2025. It had

SRINAGAR Terror trail then charged Pakistani ter-

] i ) ‘ rorist handler Sajid Jatt as

he National Investi- Hafiz §aeed (T_E} |s_the chief and fOljl nder of Pakistan-based an accused along with

T gation Agency terrorist organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) three terrorists, who were

(NIA) on Monday = Heis believed to be behind killed by the security fore-

filed charges against Hafiz the 2000 Red Fort attack, es during Operation Maha-
Saeed, chief and founder 2001 Parliament attack, 2002 dev in July 2025.

Besides, two arrested
accused, civilians who al-
legedly provided logistics
to the attackers, were
named in the previous

gam terror attack case. - chargesheet.
Twenty-six civilians ® In 2008, he was designated as The NIA has charged the
. . a Specially Designated Global
were killed in the attack on Terrorist by the United States LeT and the TRF as legal
April 22, 2025. entities for their “role in
An NIA spokesperson planning, facilitating, and
said a supplementary char-  has also invoked the penal  gesheet, provides details of  executing the Pahalgam
gesheet was filed before sectionagainsttheaccused Pakistan’s conspiracy, terror attack”.
the NIA Special Court in for waging war against In-  Saeed’s role, and support- “The NIA continues to
Jammu. dia and hatching a conspi-  ing evidence collected by  probe the case to unravel

the complete conspiracy

charged under various sec-  der in the chargesheet,” “through meticulousscien- by Pakistan, which has
tions of Bharatiya Nyaya the NIA said. tific investigation and on- been actively sponsoring
Sanhita (BNS), 2023 and The latest chargesheet, ground examination”. terrorism on Indian soil

from across the border,”
the central agency said.

07J7. Pahalgam attack: NIA files charges against LeT chief
YEEIIITH GHAT: TANNST o TRFT-T-AFaT GHE F & 3R 1w

e The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Monday filed charges against Hafiz Saeed,
chief and founder of the Pakistan-based terrorist organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and its
proxy The Resistance Front (TRF), in the Pahalgam terror attack case.

TSET S T (NIA) 7 AATR T gTihsT TEG, ST AT Edlel [EUd TAhaTeT HITST dRehT-U-
AT (LeT) &7 Tog@ 3TN HEATTH &, T 36 Siard Hare+T & ISew we (TRF) & fawey
JEITA HThT gHe & ATH 7 3RIT X fhU|

e “The accused has been charged under various sections of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023 and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.
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Modi begins three-nation trip, starts
with Indonesia to boost strategic ties

Prime Minister set to hold discussions with Indonesian President Subianto to add ‘momentum to this partnership across
diverse sectors’; he will travel to Australia and New Zealand next as part of efforts to promote a free and open Indo-Pacific

Press 'E! ol 'ng I

ween our nations. Whilein  Australia and New Zealand

JAKARTA

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi ar-
rived in Indonesia

on Monday, on the first leg
of his three-nation tour,
aimed at further streng-
thening India’s Act East
Policy, MAHASAGAR Vi-
sion and its commitment
to a free, open and inclu-
sive Indo-Pacific.

In a special gesture, Mr.
Modi was received at the
airport by Indonesian Pre-
sident Prabowo Subianto.
In addition, four Ministers
were also present to re-
ceive the Prime Minister,
who was accorded a tradi-
tional ceremonial welcome
and a Guard of Honour.

“Landed in Jakarta. I'm
touched by President Pra-
bowo Subianto’s gesture of
welcoming me at the air-

07J7. Modi begins three-nation trip, starts with Indonesia to boost strategic

ties

President Prabowo Subianto upon arrival in Jakarta on Monday. PTI

port,” Mr. Modi said in a so-
cial media post.

This is Mr. Modi’s first
bilateral visit to Indonesia
since the elevation of ties
to a Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership in 2018.

Mr. Modi said he will
hold discussions with Mr.

Subianto “aimed at adding
even more momentum to
this partnership across di-
verse sectors.”

“President Prabowo and
1 will visit the Prambanan
Temple complex in Yogya-
karta. This will ensure clos-
er cultural linkages bet-

Indonesia, I also look for-
ward to interacting with
the Indian community,” he
added. The centuries-old
temple, located approxi-
mately 17 km northeast of
Yogyakarta city, is consi-
dered Indonesia’s largest
Hindu temple.

Mr. Modi witnessed a
performance of Wayang
Kulit, Indonesia’s trea-
sured shadow puppetry
tradition, bringing the
timeless story of the Ra-
mayana to life. “It was a
moving reminder of how
our shared civilisational
heritage has travelled
across seas and genera-
tions, taking on beautiful
local expressions while
preserving its eternal va-
lues.,” he said.

Ahead of his departure
from New Delhi, Mr. Modi
said his visit to Indonesia,

would further strengthen
India’s Act East Policy, MA-
HASAGAR Vision as well as
“our outlook towards a
free and open Indo-Pacif-
ic.” MAHASAGAR, or Mu-
tual and Holistic Advance-
ment for Security Across
the Regions, is India’s vi-
sion of security and growth
for all regions.

Mr. Modi’s visit comes
after Mr. Prabowo’s State
visit to India as the chief
guest at the Republic Day
celebrations in January
2025.

From Indonesia, Mr.
Modi will travel to Mel-
bourne at the invitation of
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese. The fi-
nal leg of the tour will take
him to Auckland at the in-
vitation of New Zealand
Prime Minister Christoph-
er Luxon.

AYEY & ofer =Y A AT G Y, WEAfaF FaHl FY A FA F AT ggar 9@

gsIafaraT

The Prime Minister set to hold discussions with Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto
to add ‘momentum’ to this partnership across diverse sectors. He will travel to Australia and
New Zealand next as part of efforts to promote a free and open Indo-Pacific.

TUTTHA SSATAAT & Tegafer yataY gl & ary faffiee avat F Argiery @ 7 arfer o &
3T W ATt 3| 38 dle; dg Aeetarar AR wgeiels T I H3), S Faa+ 3R ga §31-
YTARF 1 Jerar &= & Tl T BEAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Indonesia on Monday, on the first leg of his three-
nation tour, aimed at further strengthening India’s Act East Policy, MAHASAGAR Vision
and its commitment to a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

mmmmﬂﬁmmﬂaﬁaﬁm%mwﬁéﬁmﬁmwww
35T AR Y TFE $¥C AN, HGPR (MAHASAGAR) Rarer aur waea, gt 3R wamaeh §31-
#fafre & ufar R & gfdeeydr 1 3R Asgd FE |

This is Mr. Modi’s first bilateral visit to Indonesia since the elevation of ties to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2018.

2018 F YT T sqTq 0TAIAH ATIERY (Comprehensive Strategic Partnership) &T gsiT
fow S & a1e TE SRR H A A H ggel gfagahT aET L

The centuries-old temple, located approximately 17 km northeast of Yogyakarta city, is
considered Indonesia’s largest Hindu temple.
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AITHIAT 26T T aTsHer 17 Frelielie sov-qd # [Py Ig @fedi g #@fex gEafimr &1 qad
T31 g AR AT AT B

e Mr. Modi witnessed a performance of Wayang Kulit, Indonesia’s treasured shadow
puppetry tradition, bringing the timeless story of the Ramayana to life.

A A F FrarEr Ffad, S SSARAT A flicy ST Fogde WO 8, H o aar HHd
TATACT T 3T HAT FEI T TS|
¢ MAHASAGAR, or Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security Across the Regions, is

India’s vision of security and growth for all regions.

MAHASAGAR, 37Td Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security Across the
Regions, G8fY &131 o oI et 3iR fasra 1 81k 7 gieeshiorg|

e Mr. Modi’s visit comes after Mr. Prabowo’s State visit to India as the Chief Guest at the
Republic Day celebrations in January 2025.

A FAEY T g AT FAG 2025 F AT feaw TARIE H HEF JfAfy & §9 A yaar glagiar S
R ITAT & 16 &Y W &

Jaishankar gearing up to
lead India’s campaign for
non-permanent UNSC seat

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India on July 13 will launch
the official campaign for a
non-permanent seat at the
UN Security Council dur-
ing 2028-29. According to a
press note by the Ministry
of External Affairs, the
launch will be made by Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar who is currently
travelling in the Gulf region
and will reach New York ci-
ty on July 10 for the official
ceremony that will be cru-
cial from the point of view
of India’s leadership posi-
tion in the Global South.
The bid will also require
substantial diplomatic mo-
bilisation by India as Taji-
kistan will be the other
candidate for the seat
meant for the Asia-Pacific
region. While India has re-
ceived support from coun-

5. Jaishankar

tries such as Fiji, United
States, Austria and Sri Lan-
ka, it will have to do con-
siderable diplomatic heavy
lifting as Tajikistan has al-
ready secured the support
of the OIC bloc that con-
sists of 57 member-states of
the United Nations. That
apart, both countries are
members of the SCO that
will hold the next summit
meeting in Kyrgyzstan, ad-
ding a special significance
to the summit from the
point of view of UNSC am-

bitions of India and

Tajikistan.

Evolving equation

Mr. Jaishankar has been to
various countries over the
past months with an eye to
the evolving equation at
the United Nations because
of India’s plans for the
2028-29 UNSC non-perma-
nent membership.

He will reach New York
city for extensive consulta-
tions with India’s partners
at the UN. While India has
been advocating a reform
at the UNSC and also has
been championing the
needs of the Global South,
recent trends however
have not gone according to
the plans. Earlier in May,

India postponed the India-

Africa Forum Summit that
was to be held during May
28-31 citing the Ebola out-
break in Africa.

07J7. Jaishankar gearing up
to lead India’s campaign for
non-permanent UNSC seat
SAAHT HYFd TS JI&TT TRG
&1 I FeEgar & faw aRa
& ATAATT &7 Aqea FA HT AR
)

e India on July 13 will launch the
official campaign for a non-permanent
seat at the UN Security Council
(UNSC) during 2028-29.

R 13 S[elTg Y 2028-29 & forw
HYF IS F&I IRYE (UNSC) Fr
AT HEEFAAT & 37T TR
FFGT & |

e The bid will also require
substantial diplomatic mobilisation
by India as Tajikistan will be the other
candidate for the seat meant for the
Asia-Pacific region.

3H 9T & folT HRA F 96
Fealifors W ST 1T Fifn
arfarfereare off TfraT-yeria & & fow
fuifa sa e 1 qau 3Ffear &

e While India has received support from countries such as Fiji, United States, Austria and Sri
Lanka, it will have to do considerable diplomatic heavy lifting as Tajikistan has already
secured the support of the OIC bloc, which consists of 57 member states of the United
Nations.

e 9 1 Rsft, TgFa Us AR, 3ifear 3R sitert S Qeif &1 @odie ured 8,
1 38 A FHreaiiicleh TATH FeT G191 FiTeh ATfIfreteT Ugel & HATEH (OIC) FHE T
Y Yo X G 8, TSI T TS & 57 WEE 3 AAS &
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e That apart, both countries are members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO),
which will hold the next summit in Kyrgyzstan, adding special significance to the meeting
from the point of view of the UNSC ambitions of India and Tajikistan.

g% 31faRed, il 2T AETE AT HIST (SCO) & L &, faaehT 3Tl @y S5+
ferfitearer & g1l | 5o sIRa 3R IS fREaTe i UNSC TeTadr T Agcarehiel3il & desf 7 59
Yo &1 faY Agca ¢ AT E |

e Earlierin May, India postponed the India-Africa Forum Summit, which was to be held
during May 28-31, citing the Ebola outbreak in Africa.

SHY UG AS H HRA o 28-31 AS & GRTT ITATSTd glel aTel -3 PRA @Y &
ﬁmﬁmmwmaﬁ?wﬁmwﬁmw

BRICS nations call
for stronger ties to
curb drug trafficking

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Representatives of mem-
ber countries, who con-
verged in Guwahati for the
two-day BRICS Heads of
Anti-Drug Agencies’ Meet-
ing, 2026, on Monday em-
phasised the need for
stronger international
cooperation to combat
drug trafficking.

An intergovernmental
organisation of major
emerging markets and de-
veloping countries, BRICS
initially comprised Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa. It expanded
to include Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Indonesia.

These countries repre-
sent almost half the global
population, and more than
40% of the world’s Gross
Domestic Product.

Lucas Barbosa of Bra-
zil's Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs lauded India for host-
ing the event. “The BRICS
anti-drug working group
has a long history of coop-
eration, and we intend to
strengthen collaboration
in law enforcement and in-
telligence sharing further.
Drug trafficking is a tran-
snational threat that re-
quires coordinated action
by all member countries,”

National flags of the BRICS
countries. AP

he told journalists.

Anurag Garg, Director-
General of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB), said
the impact of drug abuse
was a factor behind India
hosting the heads of anti-
drug agencies from the
BRICS nations for the first
time.

International scourge

“Drugs have become an in-
ternational scourge. Our
youth is getting involved in
drugs, and it is a problem
that different nations have
to fight together,” he said,
adding that the delegates
would focus on emerging
challenges in narcotics en-
forcement, including dark-
net marketplaces, crypto-
currencies  for illicit
transactions, and maritime
routes for drug trafficking.

07J7. BRICS nations call for stronger ties to
curb drug trafficking

forrwr ot o ATe e gerdt i aFRd W AF & v
AT WA T e fhar

e Representatives of member countries, who
converged in Guwabhati for the two-day BRICS Heads of
Anti-Drug Agencies’ Meeting, 2026, on Monday
emphasised the need for stronger international
cooperation to combat drug trafficking.

HeEg &t & wfafafeat & dear i ararerd & smifaa ar
o ey vdt-gor vt & wagal i 35, 2026 A ARH
geTdt T aFHN el & TTT ASTed AT FgNT

3MEIHAT R AR e

e Anintergovernmental organisation of major
emerging markets and developing countries, BRICS
initially comprised Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa.

3T IR 3R RArrefier 22t ST U Aa-TIhRY WIrsH,
S99 (BRICS) YR H reiid, T, R, A 31X gfayor
T & TATRT ST 27|

e |t expanded to include Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Indonesia.

91e F 50T faEdR gl 59+ A, s, &uer, a3dr
IR, §IFA IRT IHRTT (UAE) RS2 ofr enfrer g1
Ay

e These countries represent almost half the global
population, and more than 40% of the world’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

Y 2T TATrT Ta2a T ofare7er 3mefY 3mardY a2 [92g & Aher
X 391G (GDP) T 40% & 38 Tidfifeicd #dd ¢

e Anurag Garg, Director-General of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB), said the impact of drug abuse was
a factor behind India hosting the heads of anti-drug
agencies from the BRICS nations for the first time.

ARFIEF Herel s (NCB) & HAgIfASeueh T 13t F gl
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NATO push to raise defence spending
strains European members’ budgets

Under pressure from US. President Trump, members of the 32-country military pact had

at last year's summit to boost defence spending to

5% of GDP by 2035; But opposing camps have emerged since then of nations with fiscal space to raise spending and those struggling to do the same

LONDON

he Secretary Gen-
Teral of the North
Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganisation (NATO), Mark
Rutte, is expected to insist
at this week’s summit of
the military alliance that
member states are keeping
their promise to boost de-
fence spending. Yet pro-
gress has been uneven and
the push is already stretch-
ing some national budgets.

Under pressure from
US. President Donald
Trump, members of the
32-country military pact
agreed at last year’s sum-
mit to boost defence
spending to 5% of GDP by
2035 — just over double the
overall level for European
states and Canada in 2025.

But since then, two
camps have emerged: one
is led by Germany and the
mostly Nordic and eastern
European nations which
have found the fiscal space
to raise spending; in the
other are several big
players struggling to do the
same.

“The U.K. is not manag-
ing, for example. France is
not and Italy is not either,”
Guntram Wolff, senior fel-
low at the Bruegel econom-
ics think tank, said of the
three largest economies in
Europe behind Germany.

NATO says its European
members plus Canada
spent an extra $90 billion
on defence in real terms
last year compared to 2024
as they seek to raise core

military spending to 3.5%
of GDP by 2035 with a
further 1.5% GDP on secur-
ity-related items.

New spendings
Before the summit, Mr.
Rutte has stressed that last
year’s new spend amounts
to a bigger $139 billion tally
in nominal terms and that
there is a “strong commit-
ment” to hit the combined
5% target on time.
Germany will use a rule
change exempting defence
items from strict borrow-
ing limits to double its
spending to over $228 bil-
lion between now and
2030, according to a bud-

NATO chief Mark Rutte in Ankara, Turkiye on Monday ahead of the leaders’ summit . REUTERS

get draft seen by Reuters
ahead of a cabinet review
on Monday.

Poland, Lithuania, and
Estonia — countries where
the perception of the
threat posed by Russia is at
its sharpest — are already
well on their way to
making the new targets,
with Warsaw notably hav-
ing devoted 4.3% of GDP to
defence last year.

Elsewhere the push fac-
es political and fiscal road-
blocks.

Budget challenges

Britain last week an-
nounced plans for an extra
$20 of defence spending,

But opposing camps
The Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), Mark Rutte, is
expected to insist at this week’s summit that member states are keeping their promise to

boost defence spending.

3R Jedifed WY WIS (NATO) & ARG ATh $€¢ 3T TTATE @it aTel RAITK TeHeleT 7
T 2t TT ST FgTet & 9 1S T R FIA T SR &t Tl &l

partly funded by cuts el-
sewhere. But it emerged
that one-third was still un-
funded, creating an early
budget challenge for the
likely new Prime Minister
Andy Burnham.

More  fundamentally,
the plan was criticised by
Opposition politicians and
former military chiefs for
failing to set out when de-
fence spending would
reach 3% of GDP, on the
way to meeting Britain’s
NATO commitment to
spend 3.5% of GDP by
2035.

“Defence spending will
likely remain one of the
biggest fiscal pressures fac-

ing the UK. in the medium
term,” said Max Warner,
senior research economist
at the Institute for Fiscal
Studies, a think tank.

Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni is due to tell
the summit that Rome,
despite one of Europe’s lar-
gest debt burdens,will lift
core and non-core defence
spending to 2.8% of GDP in
2026, roughly 0.71 percen-
tage point higher than last
year.

Election pressure

But with higher military
spending unpopular with
many voters ahead of next
year’s national elections,
most of the increase will
come from domestic secur-
ity spending such as police
duties.

Plans detailed by France
in April would lift its de-
fence spending to 2.5% of
GDP by the end of the de-
cade from about 2% now,
even as it attempts to bring
its overall deficit into line
with euro area rules — a
tough budget goal as it
heads towards next year’s
presidential elections.

Spain’s socialist govern-
ment, meanwhile, is not
seen budging from its refu-
sal to spend more than
2.1% of GDP on defence,
with new resources set to
be heavily skewed towards
technologies with civil ap-
plications. Elsewhere, NA-
TO officials have queried
the assertion of three
countries — Czech Repu-
blic, Slovenia, and Albania
— that they had met the old

alliance target of 2% of GDP
and asked them to review
and re-submit their spend-
ing figures.

‘Credible commitment’
“For us, the challenge is to
ensure that allies remain
on the credible path to-
wards that 3.5% commit-
ment, if you keep on
bumping along at 2%, then
you're not on the credible
path,” a senior NATO offi-
cial said.

Bruegel’s Mr. Wolff not-
ed that, unlike at last year’s
summit in the Hague, Eu-
ropean leaders can look
Mr. Trump in the eye and
argue they have stepped
up to shoulder the burden
of a Ukrainian war effort
that has shown it is able to
resist Russian advances.

still, even if European
publics may be starting to
accept that more money
should go on the military,
some observers argue that
arms suppliers will need to
be convinced that govern-
ment defence spending
will remain high before
they make the investment
needed to increase their
capacity.

“There has been a be-
fore Trump, and there will
be an after Trump, so this
5% target can change any
time,” said Ana Boata,
head of economic research
at Allianz Trade. “So I think
there is a bit of scepticism
from European defence
companies to actually
ramp up investments in or-
der to ramp up produc-
tion,” she said.

07J7. NATO push to
raise defence
spending strains
European members’
budgets

T&TT ST T¢Tet T ATSl
&1 9ge W AT AT
&elf & I9I¢ W 9T ga1

e Under pressure from
U.S. President Donald
Trump, members of the 32-
country NATO military
alliance agreed at last year’s
summit to boost defence
spending to 5% of GDP by
2035.

AR Tsgufa SAes e &
gaTd 7 32 HEEAT e v
MGTUA & G2 o VBT IT F
&R gFAe # 2035 dF
8T <9 F GDP & 5% de&

Jelel UX AT Serd ahr 2T

Under pressure from U.S. President Donald Trump, members of the 32-country military

pact agreed at last year's summit to boost defence spending to 5% of GDP by 2035, which
is just over double the overall level for European states and Canada in 2025.

AR Tegufa Sres €0 & gaTd 7 32 e =7 Toaee & 520 o Voo av & fRraw
TFEAST H 2035 o T&TT &4 HI GDP & 5% eh d¢la TR HgATY e T, ST 2025 H JUAT

et 3R FHaATST & 3T TR A 2l I o 3R B
They seek to raise core military spending to 3.5% of GDP by 2035 with a further 1.5% of

GDP on security-related items.
SoTehT 18T 2035 de AT 7T Y GDP F 3.5% qummamﬁﬁﬁaﬂ 1.5% GDP Jam

Haeft AGY I T T ¢

Before the summit, Mark Rutte stressed that last year's new spending amounts to $139

billion in nominal terms and that there is a strong commitment to achieve the combined
5% target on time.

RIEX TF e & Igel A $C& o gl 7o TS I Tl 73T Y61 T Hihfad 9 § 139 3RT

ST 1T 31X 5% o8 FHI T AT Flet i AFGd Tfraguar |
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e Germany will use a rule change exempting defence spending from strict borrowing limits
to double its spending to more than $228 billion between now and 2030, according to a
budget draft.

mnﬁ&%m,aﬁvﬁﬁmmaﬁa@mmmﬁﬁmwﬁgzomﬁm
8T @I ST 228 3T STelk I 3178 it T Tietelr 918 B

e Poland, Lithuania, and Estonia, where the perceived Russian threat is highest, are already
well on their way to meeting the new targets.

ardls, forganfarar ik vweifa, STeT w0 @ @aX i $Taer ad TR ¢, Tgel &7 AT ofe Tt
feam & ash & 3met S5 W@

e Warsaw devoted 4.3% of GDP to defence last year.
IRET (N3) 7 ST ¥ GDP T 4.3% T&TT W W fomT|

e Elsewhere the push faces political and fiscal roadblocks.

3T &Y F I8 AT Tetelifae 31 Tsrerdir srenait &1 e o< @I

Budget challenges

e Britain last week announced plans for an extra $20 billion of defence spending, partly
funded by cuts elsewhere.

e & N gearg 31faRed 20 3a STeR & 18T 7 T AT i arvor 6, fSadr 3w
qfct 3T a1t 3 el & hr Seh|
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Questions surrounding the Quad’s future

With the US. reversing the US. Indo-Pacific Command back to the US. Pacific Command, criticisms have been levelled against the relevance of the Quad

| DATA POINT |

Amit Kumar

ast week, Japanese Prime
L Minister Sanae Takaichi

was in New Delhi for the
16th India-Japan Annual Summit,
her first visit to India since assum-
ing office. The two sides reaf-
firmed their commitment to a free
and open Indo-Pacific. The reaffir-
mation, however, comes at a mo-
ment when the idea of the Indo-
Pacific appears to be losing its
principal champion. On June 16,
the Pentagon renamed the U.S. In-
do-Pacific Command back to the
U.S. Pacific Command, reversing a
change it had made in 2018.

The renaming of the Command
in 2018, although symbolic, recog-
nised the region’s growing signifi-
cance and acknowledged India’s
centrality to the U.S’s regional
strategy. The reversal suggests that
the region no longer enjoys the
priority it once did in Washington.
In fact, the National Security Stra-
tegy released by the U.S. in Novem-
ber 2025 prioritises the Western
Hemisphere over the Indo-Pacific
and mentions the Quad only in
passing. It also assuages Beijing,
which has long resented the for-
mulation. Washington’s approach
to managing its relations with Beij-
ing is undergoing a change under
the current administration.

All of this has put the future of
the Quad under the scanner. If
Washington retreats from the idea,
the platform built around it inevit-
ably invites questions about its re-
levance. These anxieties only add
to a set of older concerns. How re-
levant or securitised is the Quad?
Is it doing enough? And the criti-
cisms aren’t without substance.

The first criticism entails the
hesitation to name China. If the
objective is indeed to shape the ba-
lance of power in the region, the si-
lence over Beijing’s military and
economic aggression is bad optics.
However, this is largely a norma-
tive criticism. One can argue that

the Quad’s reluctance to name
Beijing is strategic, because posi-
tioning itself as an anti-China plat-
form could dissuade smaller coun-
tries from associating with it.

Critics highlight the Quad’s hes-
itation to project itself as a securi-
ty-centric grouping as another of
its shortcomings. Given that Beij-
ing poses hard security challenges
to the region, any balancing effort
has to be primarily security-cen-
tric. The extent of the grouping’s
hesitation is evident in the mem-
bers’ active effort to make an im-
plicit distinction between Quad
and the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (QSD). There is a reluctance
to use them interchangeably, even
as the members acknowledge the
grouping’s origins to be rooted in
the first QSD in 2004.

The Quad’s reluctance to ele-
vate the partnership to a 2+2 for-
mat — a bilateral ministerial dia-
logue comprising Foreign and
Defence Ministers — is another
pain point. Even as each of the
four countries has formalised 2+2
meetings bilaterally with one
another, the Quad continues to
host meetings only at the leaders’
and Foreign Ministers’ level.

Domain of cooperation

The alleged overwhelming focus
on non-security or soft issues is a
related criticism. However, a re-
view of the Quad’s agenda tells a
different story. Even though the
Quad assumed its current form in
2017, there was a lull for the first
four years. It only picked up steam
in 2021 during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when the four countries
held their first virtual leaders’
summit and announced a first set
of initiatives. Within six months,
the Quad held its first in-person
leaders’ summit and expanded its
areas of cooperation. The list to-
day has grown to 37, of which 23
fall under security-related do-
mains (Chart 1). Technology sove-
reignty, maritime capabilities and
secure communications will be
key in countering China in the
years ahead.

Choosing the right areas of
cooperation doesn’t necessarily
reveal much, though. The type of
cooperation and capital flows are
key determinants in evaluating the
seriousness of the grouping. But a
review of the ‘type’ of cooperation
in security-related domains sug-
gests that Quad has a heavy focus
on interoperability, data sharing,
monitoring, and relief (Chart 2).
While this is necessary and criti-
cally important for any security-fo-
cused grouping, Quad’s integra-
tion efforts are limited to civilian
or non-military grade applications.
Nonetheless, these integration ex-
ercises have dual-use capabilities
and can be leveraged for even mil-
itary-grade purposes.

The Quad’s focus on building
capacity and resilient supply
chains is also significant, especial-
ly as these relate to critical and
emerging technologies, maritime,
and communications — the do-
mains where the bulk of contesta-
tion with China is expected.

The Quad’s security focus is not
matched by its funding pattern.
Based on what is available in the
public domain, health and climate
have been the primary beneficiar-
ies (Chart 3). One can argue that
since most security-related initia-
tives focus on integration and stan-
dard-setting, they do not require
the same scale of dedicated fund-
ing. But building resilient supply
chains would require substantial
capital commitment, and that is
where the gap is most visible.

The Quad’s recent commitment
to mobilise $20 billion towards the
Critical Minerals Initiative and Fra-
mework could change this picture.
But it remains only a stated target
at this point, with no funding com-
mitted or allocated. If security is-
sues make up close to two-thirds of
Quad’s initiatives, the funding allo-
cation must follow suit.

The questions surrounding the
Quad’s future will not be settled by
nomenclature in Washington.
They will be settled by whether the
grouping backs its security-heavy
agenda with capital.

07J7. Questions surrounding the Quad’s future
FaTS & HiTST & 53 9o

e  The renaming of the Command in 2018, although symbolic, recognised the region’s growing
significance and acknowledged India’s centrality to the U.S.’s regional strategy.

2018 H HHS FT ATH dTGoledT, Hol &1 T ThTcHS AT, difchel 3T 817 & dad Hgcd Pl TAIPR fhar

3R 3R it e AT 37 9 1 FR s1ffeT A1 AT 4

e In fact, the National Security Strategy released by the U.S. in November 2025 prioritises the
Western Hemisphere over the Indo-Pacific and mentions the Quad only in passing.

AREd #, Ads) 2025 A AR EgRT STRY IASERT G T0TeAer Se1-UTATheh T Jofelr # afRersr
T T T TRSAT il & 31X FaT8 7 Shaof TATA Seord FAT &
e |t also assuages Beijing, which has long resented the formulation.
g TS T &Y 3MRIET AT &, [T oid THT T 3 TUROT G 39 TS B

o Washington’s approach to managing its relations with Beijing is undergoing a change under
the current administration.

Uncertain course

Amit Kumar is a Staff Research Analyst with the Geostrategy Programme at The
Takshashila Institution. The data for the charts were sourced by the author from

his Quad Manitor dashboard

Looking forward:
External Affairs
Minister S.
Jaishankar with
U.S. Secretary

of State Marco
Rubio, Australian
Foreign Minister
Penny Wong and
Japanese Foreign
Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi during

the Quad Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting,
| inNew Delhion

May 26. ANI

CHART 1:This_s?'_\0W§ Security 23
the number of initiatives
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initiatives span multiple
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CHART 2: This Interoperability 9
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CHART 3: This shows the funding for
initiatives under different domains
of cooperation. Health receives the
highest funding, followed by climate
at a distance second
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CHART 4: This shows the funding

for various initiatives of the Quad
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o The Quad’s reluctance to elevate the partnership to a 2+2 format — a bilateral ministerial
dialogue comprising Foreign and Defence Ministers — is another pain point.

FTS GaNT ATSHERT &l 2+2 I — forasT fager 3k tam At dr gfavsha #74 wada ard’
AT BT & — T o ST Uah 3R Riar a1 fawr g1

o Butareview of the ‘type’ of cooperation in security-related domains suggests that Quad has a
heavy focus on interoperability, data sharing, monitoring, and relief (Chart 2).

AfeheT GRAT-T AT 8131 7 FEANT o ‘GehR' T FHNGT F TAT TeIdlT ¢ Toh FaTS T T &ATe
I AT-THTelsT &THAT, 32T ATSATHIOT, AR 31X Tgd W (@1 2) |
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Will record FPI Indian bond flows be sustainable?

FIT ARAT 918 IR A RFrs vhd3ns Ader &1 yag ReF w@an?

Will record FPI Indian
bond flows be sustainable?

NEWS ANALYSIS

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The overall inflow of fo-
reign investor money into
India’s bond  market
crossed a record ¥55,518
crore in June. Experts, ho-
wever, aired concerns over
sustainability of the mo-
mentum as the macroeco-
nomic climate had not
turned fully conducive.

In early June, the Centre
waived Long Term Capital
Gains (LTCG) tax on fo-
reign investment in bonds.
The RBI and the Centre
further expanded the Fully
Accessible Route (FAR) to
include new long-term Go-
vernment Securities with
15-year, 30-year, and 40-
year tenors, as well as So-
vereign Green Bonds

The steps came in the
backdrop of net outflow of
foreign funds from Indian
capital markets and a con-
stantly depreciating rupee.

“The reforms are poised
to attract long-term institu-
tional investors such as
pension funds, insurance
companies and sovereign
wealth funds, leading to
more stable and sustained
capital inflows. They are al-
so expected to boost fo-
reign exchange inflows and
strengthen resilience of In-
dia’s financial markets,”
the Ministry of Finance
said. The question of
whether tax cuts can deliv-
er more inflows is a topic of
debate among economists
and financial analysts.

“Tax tweaks can serve
as a catalyst but rarely
override core fundamen-
tals like policy consistency
and external conditions.
India’s progressive liberali-
sation through the FAR has
often mattered more.
While taxation was a con-
straint — especially for
debt- it was secondary,”

Inflows stood at 55,518 crore
in June 2026 . AFP

said Lekha Chakraborty,
Professor, National Insti-
tute of Public Finance and
Policy (NIPFP).

The inflows, however,
did come and they were
across the bond market.
FPI investment under gen-
eral limit debt securities,
which contains both cor-
porate bonds and govern-
ment securities, came in at
355,518 crore in June 2026.

Investments under the
FAR were the highest since
September 2024 when it
was introduced. FAR re-
corded an inflow of 21,652
crore in June 2026. Put to-
gether, they more than
compensated for the signif-
icant outflow of ¥49,340
crore from equities.

Many factors at play
“Attributing the recent in-
crease in FPI inflows solely
to the removal of capital
gains tax or withholding
tax would be an oversim-
plification. A combination
of factors has contributed
to the improved sentiment
in India’s debt market,”
said Venkatakrishnan Sri-
nivasan, managing partn-
er, Rockfort LLP.

“Overall, June has been
a positive month for the
bond market. The easing
of geopolitical concerns
surrounding the Strait of
Hormuz, expectations of
India’s possible inclusion
in the Bloomberg Global
Aggregate Bond Index and
improving market senti-

ment on RBI's recent poli-
cy steps have all supported
investor confidence and fo-
reign investor interest,” Mr.
Srinivasan continued.

The sustainability of the
inflows, which the tax cut
was aiming at, cannot be
definitely guaranteed as
the underlying economic
data doesn’t suggest that
things have changed com-
pletely positively for the
debt investors.

In all, bond market ex-
perts and economists,
while certain the inflows
cannot be directly attribut-
ed to the tax cut, do not
discount the benefits of
such a move.

Benefits of the tax cut
Benefits of the tax cut in-
clude ‘diversifying inflows
away from equities, dee-
pening debt markets, and
supporting external ba-
lances,” while fundamen-
tals dominate in determin-
ing flows, said Ms.
Chakraborty.

However, others in the
policy-making space are
more careful in evaluating
the utility of cutting taxes
to bring in capital market
investments. Former Fi-
nance Secretary S.C. Garg
said the move did not have
much of a deeper policy
thought and was ‘more a
desperate attempt at bring-
ing in foreign exchange.

“If you have to try so-
mething to get forex and
there is no measure availa-
ble for FDI or FPL in equity,
you end up going for FCNR
B and government securi-
ties,” he said.

Now that the tax policy
constraint on foreign in-
vestment into Indian debt
securities has been re-
moved, attention would
shift to the macroeconom-
ic climate which would
have to be as lucrative for
investors to show the same
level of interest in bonds as
it did in June 2026.

07J7. Will record FPI Indian bond flows
be sustainable?

FIT HRAT 913 IR & RPrs vedians
fAder &1 yarg s wan?

e The overall inflow of foreign investor
money into India’s bond market crossed a record
¥55,518 crore in June.

HRA F dies IR A fageht fadersl o1 for yarg S
# Repls ¥55,518 FA3 T 371 @I

e Experts, however, aired concerns over the
sustainability of the momentum as the
macroeconomic climate had not turned fully
conducive.

grelten, fawaAT o 39 a7fa T fewRar i et R=iar
SIS Friteh wAfee 3l ararawor 3l o aE

3ol el g3 &

e In early June, the Centre waived Long
Term Capital Gains (LTCG) tax on foreign
investment in bonds.

T T BT H Fg R o dles 7 faeeh frder o
drdafere Jeflere @meT (LTCG) FR FATCH Y fer|

e The RBI and the Centre further expanded
the Fully Accessible Route (FAR) to include new
long-term Government Securities with 15-year, 30-

year, and 40-year tenors, as well as Sovereign
Green Bonds.

IRANITE 3R Fg TFR o Fell TrAfATT F (FAR)
T IR Y §T 15 a¥, 30 a¥ 3iX 40 a¥ Fr 3afey
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arell 718 T RY wfarerfarat ot Wiaver e afesw &1 gE Ao faham|
e “Tax tweaks can serve as a catalyst but rarely override core fundamentals like policy
consistency and external conditions.

“FHT el TSATT 3T T FRT I Fehd &, olfeheT I sfaera FeuRar 3k ad At sa
HOTH el ohT AT g1 o Hehl |

e FPlinvestment under general limit debt securities, which contains both corporate bonds
and government securities, came in at ¥55,518 crore in June 2026.

e e 3e TR, forast FRuRe dies 3R st sfasifaat aiat enfie €, & 3ideia
THITS fAder S 2026 # 55,518 F3 |
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A.P.issues
warning to
shrimp farms
over White
Gut Disease

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Officials of the Fisheries
Department of Andhra
Pradesh sounded alarm
about the outbreak of
White Gut Disease (WDG),
also known as White Feces
Disease (WFD), in shrimp
ponds in the State.

Explaining the symp-
toms of the disease, scien-
tists appealed to the
shrimp farmers to take
measures to prevent the
spread of the disease.

A team of Fisheries De-
partment officials, who
collected samples of
shrimp, water, faeces and
feed, reportedly con-
firmed the symptoms of
the disease in some ponds
in West Godavari district.

The team led by Joint
Director (Fisheries) D. Sri-
nivas collected samples
from the shrimp ponds in
Undi mandal. The samples
would be sent to laborato-
ries located at Kaikalur
and Bhimavaram. The
teams collected more sam-
ples from the nearby aqua
ponds, the Joint Director
said.

“Shrimp affected by
WGD take in less feed, suff-
er from stunted growth,
have intestines that turn
brown, and shows signs of
loose shells. Aqua farmers
should maintain good hy-
gienic conditions to pre-
vent diseases. We are col-
lecting samples from tanks
across the State,” an officer
of the task force team con-
stituted to check the dis-
ease said.

Agriculture and Fisher-
ies Minister Kinjarapu
Atchannaidu directed the
officials to educate the
farmers on preventing the
spread of the disease.
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07J7. A.P. issues warning to shrimp farms over White Gut
Disease

3TET Y22 A @18 e 3Sar T AT I BrAT F AdTa= FIHY i

o Officials of the Fisheries Department of Andhra Pradesh sounded alarm
about the outbreak of White Gut Disease (WGD), also known as White Feces
Disease (WFD), in shrimp ponds in the State.

T J&2T & AEY AT & 31fRAFRAT o 7 & oo aree) 7 sgge e B
(WGD), T3 =g1ee $dlier faafiar (WFD) 8 &gl ST &, 3 YT ol olehd ATy ST
&l

e Explaining the symptoms of the disease, scientists appealed to the shrimp
farmers to take measures to prevent the spread of the disease.

W%Wﬁamﬂﬁguhﬁﬁﬁﬁnhﬁﬁ%waﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁw
37T 3UTT 39T st 37dreT |

o “Shrimp affected by WGD take in less feed, suffer from stunted growth,
have intestines that turn brown, and show signs of loose shells.

“WGD & eI $itat o aRT @I 8, 7! J&f&r $a STl 8, 3oTehT Tt oY 81 ST &
qUT 34 W et I3 & 18707 fe@ns & 2

e Aqua farmers should maintain good hygienic conditions to prevent
diseases.

Sreirr F i framt & Aait BT Yehert o T Ired) Fqesar S0 W=l a1igu|

e We are collecting samples from tanks across the State,” an officer of the
task force team constituted to check the disease said.

Va1 Y FATRIeh & v 1S e B & & Ueh 31T & &gl ‘60 W TSI &
qTelell & FH ThT A G ol

e Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Kinjarapu Atchannaidu directed the
officials to educate the farmers on preventing the spread of the disease.

FI¥ va Aceg #At FReTy Ireeeerag o AR I e 57 A7 & gar &
UHATH & U & TR 7 SAETHF Fat & fAaer evl
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Diamond jewellery among payloads
to be launched by Vikram-1 rocket

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

A diamond jewellery crea-
tion mounted on an alumi-
nium base plate and a mi-
niaturised artwork cast in
the shape of a rocket using
18K gold are among the
payloads which will be
launched by India’s first
privately developed orbi-
tal-class rocket, Vikram-1.
It is expected to be
launched some time bet-
ween July 12 and August 4.
Skyroot Aerospace on
Monday announced that
the orbital launch vehicle
will carry six payloads.
The rocket will carry
technology demonstration
payloads from Graaha
Space, Dcubed, and Sky-
root’s own SCOPE. Also
aboard will be the Em-
brace payload, developed
by Cosmoserve Space.
During the mission, the
robotic arm will remain at-
tached to Vikram-I’s pay-
load deck while carrying

Vikram-1, India’s first privately developed orbital-class rocket, is

expected to be launched soon. PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

out its planned
demonstration.
Tribute to visionaries

In addition to the technolo-
gy demonstration pay-
loads, Vikram-1 will carry
two payloads celebrating
creativity and India’s scien-
tific heritage. These in-
clude Cosmic Bloom, deve-
loped by Cosmos
Diamonds, featuring a dia-
mond jewellery creation
mounted on an aluminium

base plate, and Microart by
Ajay Kumar Mattewada, an
18K gold rocket holding mi-
cro-sculptures of Sir CV.
Raman, Dr. Vikram Sarab-
hai, and Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam — each smaller than
a grain of rice.

The artwork pays tri-
bute to three visionaries
whose pioneering contri-
butions continue to inspire
India’s scientific and space
journey.

There will be one inter-

national payload deve-
loped by Dcubed GmbH,
Germany.

“India’s space sector is
witnessing a remarkable
phase of innovation and
entrepreneurship.  Mis-
sions like Vikram-1 are
helping expand opportuni-
ties for emerging space
companies to demonstrate
and scale their technolo-
gies,” said Ramesh Kumar
V., co-founder and CEO,
Grahaa Space, whose na-
no-satellite, SOLARAS, will
be a part of the mission.

“Mission Aagaman gave
us a platform to rapidly
send our systems to space
and test them. Through
this mission with Skyroot,
we accelerated our soft-ro-
botic capture technology
from concept to flight-rea-
dy in just four months, ad-
vancing the space debris
removal capabilities being
developed at Cosmoserve
Space,” said Chiranjeevi
Phanindra, founder and
CEO of Cosmoserve Space.

07J7. Diamond jewellery
among payloads to be
launched by Vikram-1
rocket

fawa-1 e F vaifda e
STe aT YIS H g &
Jmsyyor of enfAe

e Adiamond jewellery
creation mounted on an
aluminium base plate and a
miniaturised artwork cast in the
shape of a rocket using 18K gold
are among the payloads which
will be launched by India’s first
privately developed orbital-
class rocket, Vikram-1.

ToATAIH 9 TaT TR T
BN & ITSTOT T Teh hellh el AT
18 3T WA F Tahe & AR A
TS IS Ueh F&H FHollpid, HRA F

g sl &0 & Refla sifdea-Avft & e ReaA-1 garT vaifid e e arel geits & enfae

gl

e |tis expected to be launched some time between July 12 and August 4.
$Th 12 S[ell$ § 4 I o sl fohaly THT 9aific gy & Femmaair g |

e Skyroot Aerospace on Monday announced that the orbital launch vehicle will carry six
payloads.

THIEFE TIRITAH o HIHATR ! GNoT S foh Ig 3iTfaee 7aI90T I &g IS ol STuar|

e The rocket will carry technology demonstration payloads from Grahaa Space, Dcubed,
and Skyroot’s own SCOPE.

IE Uehe ATET FIH, NFYs3 (Dcubed) TAUT FFREFE & 379 SCOPE & WigAINAT yaeier dells 1
8 ofehY SATTaTT|

e Also aboard will be the Embrace payload, developed by Cosmoserve Space.

$HS T HIFATET FTIF GaRT [ id wFd (Embrace) Ytz 8 glem|

e |n addition to the technology demonstration payloads, Vikram-1 will carry two payloads
celebrating creativity and India’s scientific heritage.

sl yeeie dais & sifaRed fawa-1 W@ereasar 3R aRa f dfas fwa wF aafda
ar faey geits 8 oY SeeT|

e These include Cosmic Bloom, developed by Cosmos Diamonds, featuring a diamond
jewellery creation mounted on an aluminium base plate, and Microart by Ajay Kumar
Mattewada, an 18K gold rocket holding micro-sculptures of Sir C.V. Raman, Dr. Vikram
Sarabhai, and Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam — each smaller than a grain of rice.

SoTH FIAAN SIASH GaNT (AT A HIRAF se# (Cosmic Bloom) aMfer &, fores
TegfAfTe a9 T T T ER & IO Y FHellpicl §, TUT ST FAR AEATST
ABHIIE (Microart) 3 A &, 5T 18 Iie At & F7T Udhe W WA, W, 1. BF A
ARTETS 3T 7. TS, wmaﬁrq\&wa\ﬁu’rﬁwmg% ST O A g1ad &
TF g O T BT gl
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There will be one international payload developed by Dcubed GmbH, Germany.
5 A # Sretelt #r Slges GmbH (Dcubed GmbH) GaRT I fld Ueh HaRSET Teits off
Qe grem|

Missions like Vikram-1 are helping expand opportunities for emerging space companies to
demonstrate and scale their technologies,” said Ramesh Kumar V., Co-founder and CEO of
Grahaa Space, whose nano-satellite SOLARAS will be a part of the mission.

Tt 1 1 faRrer 3ecly g5 saRer a1 e slefafeha o gesier et AR 3o 3t
SETe & AT Tl X T& 8, ATET TIH & WE-HEATIh T HET FRAFRY JAF{ @ FaAw .
o FgT, TSeThT Aal-399g SOLARAS 39 TR &7 fRwar glam|

“Mission Aagaman gave us a platform to rapidly send our systems to space and test them.

“FRUAA A o g 379 FATea o1 2y 3rafer 7 dsrar 3R 3AFT IIeToT et T F:d TS
TR

Through this mission with Skyroot, we accelerated our soft-robotic capture

technology from concept to flight-ready in just four months, advancing the space debris
removal capabilities being developed at Cosmoserve Space,” said Chiranjeevi Phanindra,
Founder and CEO of Cosmoserve Space.

THIETE F TTY 37 AT & ATCTH T g1 3191 AlFe-Na1fes Foax dehelle HI hdel IR AglAL
# YR W 3TT-ANTT IHaET cleh TEATT, TS HRAARTE T4 1 Tt T SfT @ et
HET geT T &THAAT 1 371! TGAT IAT,” AT FIH & FEYTIH U9 HET FRASN Af0w
RSN witiex ¥ el

ORBITAL-CLASS ROCKET

An orbital-class rocket must accelerate its payload to a speed of about 7.8
kilometres per second (approximately 28,000 km/h) to enter Low Earth Orbit
(LEO).

This enormous speed requires multiple rocket stages, powerful engines, and
precise guidance systems.

The first stage lifts the rocket through the atmosphere, while the upper stages
continue accelerating the payload until orbital velocity is achieved.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Pagez 2



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Why FDA nod for vepdegestrant
is a major shift in cancer therapy

The approval by the US. Food and Drug Administration paves the way for drugs designed to remove harmful proteins from cells, rather than simply

block them; this is an advance because these drugs can sidestep the barriers to treating diseases that involve hitherto ‘undruggable’ proteins

R

n May 1, the U.S. Food and

Drug Administration (FDA)

approved the drug

vepdegestrant for patients
with ESRI-mutated, ER-positive, and
HER2-negative advanced breast cancer. It
is the world’s first therapy that the FDA —
whose lead many drug regulators
worldwide follow — has approved that is
based on PROTAC technology.

The approval paves the way for drugs
designed to remove harmful proteins
from cells, rather than simply block them.
This is an advance because PROTACs can
sidestep the barriers to treating diseases
that involve hitherto ‘undruggable’
proteins. Researchers have been
developing this technology for more than
two decades.

How PROTACs work

‘PROTAC’ stands for proteolysis-targeting
chimaera, which is a kind of molecule.
These molecules are designed to remove
specific proteins from a cell. A PROTAC
has two ends: one binds to the target
protein and the other binds to an E3
ligase, an enzyme involved in the cell’s
protein degradation process. By bringing
these components together, the PROTAC
causes the target protein to be degraded
by the cell. This is called targeted protein
degradation.

Conventional drugs work by binding to
a protein in a way that prevents it from
performing certain roles in the body. This
means the drugs or antibodies often need
to be present for long periods in the body.
PROTACs, however, act like catalysts:
while the proteins they target end up
being degraded, they themselves are not
degraded. After triggering one
degradation process, the PROTAC can
detach itself and repeat it with another
instance of the same protein.

This mechanism allows a single
PROTAC molecule to act multiple times.
Because PROTACs remove the entire
protein from the cell, they may also
disrupt other roles the protein plays, such
as controlling the activity of other
proteins. Conventional drugs, however,
usually block only one specific activity of
a protein.

Early research to trials

In 2001, two research groups, at Yale
University and Caltech, first
demonstrated targeted protein
degradation. They showed that a
particular molecule was capable of
recruiting a target protein to the cell’s
degradation machinery. This molecule
was a precursor to PROTACs. In 2003, a
follow-up study by the same groups found
that the same molecule could work inside
cells to degrade proteins related to breast
and prostate cancer.

At this stage, these molecules were
mainly research tools and not suitable for
use as drugs. Among other properties,
they were large, unstable, and had poor
pharmacological properties. But
researchers made rapid progress in the
2010s: they improved the molecules’
designs and stabilised the interaction
between the PROTAC, the target protein,
and the E3 ligase, among other changes.
The advances yielded molecules with
better selectivity and other properties
suited to a good drug.

In 2019, bavdegalutamide, a PROTAC
developed by the U.S.-based

biotechnology company Arvinas, became
the first drug of its kind to enter human
trials. Bavdegalutamide was designed for
patients with metastatic,
castration-resistant prostate cancer.

Around the same time, researchers
were developing vepdegestrant —
developed by Arvinas and Pfizer — as an
oestrogen receptor degrader.
Vepdegestrant progressed through
early-phase trials and began phase 3 trials
involving patients with advanced breast
cancer. By 2025, the drug had completed
late-stage testing as well, with its
developers submitting the data to the FDA
for regulatory review.

The FDA approval brings the drug’s
development timeline from initial concept
to approval to just over two decades.

Potential and limits

The approval for vepdegestrant was based
on results from a phase 3 trial that
enrolled 624 patients who had previously
been treated with CDK4/6 inhibitors and
endocrine therapy — the current
standard-of-care.

Among 270 patients with ESRI-mutated
tumours, the typical length of time the
treatment kept the cancer under control
was five months for those treated with
vepdegestrant versus 2.1 months for
patients receiving fulvestrant, an
established standard treatment.

Most side effects reported with
vepdegestrant were low grade, including
musculoskeletal pain, fatigue, nausea,
constipation, and lower appetite, plus
changes in liver-related enzymes (that
resolve on their own) and heart rhythm
(e.g. minor abnormalities in an ECG).

Vepdegestrant works by targeting the
oestrogen receptor, an important driver
of many breast cancers. In patients with

An artist’s concept of an Arvinas PROTAC molecule. PROTACs are designed to remove specific proteins from a cell. ARVINAS, INC./YOUTUBE

mutations in the ESRI gene, the receptor
can remain active despite hormone
therapy, leading to the cancer resisting
the treatment. Vepdegestrant destroys the
receptor altogether, giving patients with
some advanced forms of breast cancer a
new hope. The drug is taken orally once a
day, which is more convenient than
fulvestrant, which requires intramuscular
injections.

Many proteins associated with diseases
lack suitable points on their surface
where a traditional inhibitor can bind,
rendering the protein dysfunctional.
PROTACs however need to bind to a
protein just enough to bring it into
contact with an E3 ligase.

Thus, PROTACs may also be able to
target proteins previously considered
difficult to treat. And because one
PROTAC molecule can degrade multiple
copies of a protein, these drugs may work
effectively at lower doses than
conventional inhibitors.

These potential abilities are why the
PROTAC development pipeline is so wide
today. Thus far, more than 40 PROTAC
candidates have entered clinical trials,
targeting more than 200 proteins across
different disease areas. While the main
focus is still cancer, researchers are also
paying more attention to
neurodegenerative diseases,
inflammatory conditions, and muscle
disorders, where abnormal or misfolded
proteins contribute to disease.

Challenges to overcome

There are still several challenges to
overcome. The PROTAC molecules are
generally larger and more structurally
complex than traditional small-molecule
drugs, which are usually designed to be
compact enough to pass through the gut

wall and into the bloodstream after a
patient swallows a pill. But because
PROTAC:s are bulkier, they can be harder
for the body to absorb and distribute
efficiently to different tissues.

Their activity can also vary with
concentration. At very high levels,
PROTACs may begin binding separately to
either the target protein or the E3 ligase
instead of bringing the two together in the
same complex. As a result, fewer
productive interactions occur and the
drug can paradoxically become less
effective.

Most current PROTACs also rely mainly
on just two E3 ligases while human cells
are known to have more than 600.
Scientists are therefore trying to expand
the number of ligases that can be
recruited, which could improve tissue
specificity and reduce side effects.

Resistance mechanisms may also
emerge over time. For example, cancer
cells could develop mutations that alter
the cellular machinery that PROTACs rely
on to destroy proteins, or reduce the
availability of E3 ligases themselves,
making the drugs less effective.

The FDA approval for vepdegestrant
augurs targeted protein degradation as a
viable clinical approach. At the same
time, the field is still developing, and
most PROTAC-based drugs are still going
through clinical trials. Further study will
determine how widely this new
therapeutic pathway can be applied and
how it will perform relative to existing
treatments across different diseases,
including long-term safety and real-world
effectiveness across various patient
populations.

(Manjeera Gowravaram has a PhD in
RNA biochemistry and works as a freelance
science writer. gmanjeera@gmail.com)
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07J7. Why FDA nod for vepdegestrant is a major shift in cancer therapy
JUSAELT I FDA FY H[ll F ITAR A UF 37 IGel1d F41 8

On May 1, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the drug
vepdegestrant for patients with ESR1-mutated, ER-positive, and HER2-negative advanced
breast cancer.

1 7S, 3ANFT @1eF va A gemweT (FDA) o ESR1-7g¢es, ER-UfaIfed 3R HER2-
AN Sootcd ool HE & VT & forw dusdede gar 1 Al 4

It is the world’s first therapy that the FDA — whose lead many drug regulators worldwide
follow — has approved that is based on PROTAC technology.

Ig gferam & ggell Tl R & 518 FDA — Toraet 31eTeroT faeasr & &g Hwier forame #ed &
— o PROTAC deheiieh TR 3R glet & HROT AL &1 8

The approval paves the way for drugs designed to remove harmful proteins from cells,
rather than simply block them.

I ALY T g3t & forw T Tierelt § Toies ARIeAI3T & gifovaras W1 &l hael Aol &
TSI g & foIv f3aTs forar aam B

This is an advance because PROTACSs can sidestep the barriers to treating diseases that
involve hitherto ‘undruggable’ proteins.

g Ueh AgcdqoT SeIfel § Fifeh PROTACS 3of ATRAT & 3TaR Y a3l 1 g3 &Y Hevel &
ST 319 oo ‘gar @ A8 o FrU S Fehat aTel’ NS fder gl A

Researchers have been developing this technology for more than two decades.

QMEThdT S cToheileh 1 &l G I 31T TAT F wfaa B &

How PROTACs work
PROTACs $& ¥ s &

‘PROTAC’ stands for proteolysis-targeting chimaera, which is a kind of molecule.
‘PROTAC’ &7 31 Seaafae-eRaIEeT Sh1sair €, Sif Teh Jeh o1 3107 Il &
These molecules are designed to remove specific proteins from a cell.

3T JTUT3iT hY HIfRAAT & FafRIse W ge & fow fSsmeet fomar rar g

A PROTAC has two ends: one binds to the target protein and the other binds to an E3
ligase, an enzyme involved in the cell’s protein degradation process.

Tsh PROTAC & &1 R 81 §: veh aiffier N1l & 3l & 3R @R E3 At & 3l 8, i
FIfAAT Y NET et gfehar 7 A v TasH B

By bringing these components together, the PROTAC causes the target protein to be
degraded by the cell.

Sof TTHT HT Teh AT e, PROTAC dTaTd IIEIeT I HITRAHI GaRT [dafed FHardr g
This is called targeted protein degradation.

8 aferd N e wgr ST £

Conventional drugs work by binding to a protein in a way that prevents it from performing
certain roles in the body.

IRYRe ZaT? el HIETeT & 5 TehR F5oh il Xcll ¢ Toh a8 IRR & 37901 $5 {{HHIC foFstd
¥ & AT B

This means the drugs or antibodies often need to be present for long periods in the body.

g Y & T gar3it a1 TSI ol 3R o) AT deh IR F 3ufeUd e gsar |

PROTACSs, however, act like catalysts: while the proteins they target end up being degraded,
they themselves are not degraded.
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gTeliteh, PROTACS 3c9%eh I g S X o Tolel UICIAAl ol d olfaid ad ¢ d [aared af il
¢, AfFaT 3 Tod Rufea gl el

After triggering one degradation process, the PROTAC can detach itself and repeat it with
another instance of the same protein.

Teh TaereeT 9isha & Xl & §1g, PROTAC T3 37oT9T 81 Hehell & 3R 38 9éleT o g@R &9 o
Ty 58 9fhaT S SeRT AhdT & |

This mechanism allows a single PROTAC molecule to act multiple times.

Ig TshdT Teh 3ehel PROTAC 310 &l % IR R &del ohl &TH T TeTel el ¢

Because PROTACs remove the entire protein from the cell, they may also disrupt other roles
the protein plays, such as controlling the activity of other proteins.

Fifeh PROTACS 1T & G WENT &l &2 &1 8, & WENeT GarT fHemTS Siiet arell 31 7fApiait
1 off TIFT X Ford §, I 3T AT Fr it i A>T =i

Conventional drugs, however, usually block only one specific activity of a protein.

grallier, TR GaTt GATead: fhdl T T dhael Tan faflrse sifafafer &t & sravey i &1

Early research to trials

YRR THETT & GH&T0T T

In 2001, two research groups, at Yale University and Caltech, first demonstrated targeted
protein degradation.

2001 &, Aer Freafearery 3R HFaF & & U GHE! o Tgell IR Afard FewT faaee o
ELRGEERI

They showed that a particular molecule was capable of recruiting a target protein to the cell’'s
degradation machinery.

Wﬁm%w%ﬁqﬂmaﬁﬂamaﬁmaﬁrﬁWMHWﬁ

TETH AT|
This molecule was a precursor to PROTACS.
Ig 319] PROTACS T qadct T

In 2003, a follow-up study by the same groups found that the same molecule could work
inside cells to degrade proteins related to breast and prostate cancer.

2003 #, 3¢l THE! GaRT fehT 1T Teh Tefacll 3TEAeA I UIAT I1AT Foh LT 3707 A3 & 37eT
H FXh Tl 3R deee FIX T Gafaag 9IS o faafed < awarg|

At this stage, these molecules were mainly research tools and not suitable for use as drugs.
S TOTH, ¥ 370] 7HET T § WY ITHIOT & 3R ar3it & & H 3971 & foIT 3ugered =fg1
)

Among other properties, they were large, unstable, and had poor pharmacological
properties.

3= 0T & WIY-A1Y, 3 T3, U A 3R 378 AR ihwefir o1 4

But researchers made rapid progress in the 2010s: they improved the molecules’ designs and
stabilised the interaction between the PROTAC, the target protein, and the E3 ligase, among
other changes.

ofehaT QMErecI3 ¥ 2010 & gereh & coll & FIIfel 1. Segiel e IRACTT o IY-ATY 370T3T T
AT A R foham 3R PROTAC, SIfaTc WiE T E3 ATgatst & el 37 foham oht FER sr=ram|
The advances yielded molecules with better selectivity and other properties suited to a good
drug.
samﬁ@a?mmmﬁTwa?@rma:ﬁmmmgvﬁmmwgm

In 2019, bavdegalutamide, a PROTAC developed by the U.S.-based biotechnology
company Arvinas, became the first drug of its kind to enter human trials.
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2019 #, 3TARH RUd oia WeAfIhr Hueir Arvinas garT fa&fad PROTAC
bavdegalutamide, ATTd GIETUTT F HALM Y ATl AT g T Igell &dT el

e Bavdegalutamide was designed for patients with metastatic, castration-resistant prostate
cancer.

Bavdegalutamide & Aereefe®, Frea-afare gieee Fav arer AT & fow dar fomar rr

a1

e Around the same time, researchers were developing vepdegestrant — developed by Arvinas
and Pfizer — as an oestrogen receptor degrader.

SIITHIT 3 FHY, eNeTehdT vepdegestrant fFaewfad ¢ & & — & Arvinas 3R Pfizer ganrt
IRl foraT a3 — ue wrgiere RAwex s & w9 #|

o Vepdegestrant progressed through early-phase trials and began phase 3 trials involving
patients with advanced breast cancer.

Vepdegestrant TR TROT o TAETOT T 31T §6T R Seetd Tclel halX aTel JTIAT T 1fFeT
Wgcmsqfrﬂtrﬁﬁqa‘%rﬁml

e By 2025, the drug had completed late-stage testing as well, with its developers submitting the
data to the FDA for regulatory review.

2025 TR, 3H &d o 3iTcia =T & GLeTor 8 R Y forw & 3R 8 faehraehd i3 o e
THIETT & foIT 32T FDA Y 9¥dd feharl

o The FDA approval brings the drug’s development timeline from initial concept to approval to
just over two decades.

FDA 1 Aol & 36 g & [3ere 1 AI-HIAT &t YR HTRoT & Fpi deh dael ar
aelﬁﬁeﬂama%qg’mﬁml

Potential and limits

o The approval for vepdegestrant was based on results from a phase 3 trial that enrolled 624
patients who had previously been treated with CDK4/6 inhibitors and endocrine therapy —
the current standard-of-care.

Vepdegestrant T He{l Tes 0T 3 1101 & qROTAT 9X 3menfia oY, foas 624 0 afarat ar
efAer foha aram AT foiatehT Uger CDK4/6 3ratrehl 31X UsIshisa 24T & 3R fohar arr a1 — &t

(d
IAHTT Al 3R &

e Among 270 patients with ESR1-mutated tumours, the typical length of time the treatment
kept the cancer under control was five months for those treated with vepdegestrant versus 2.1
months for patients receiving fulvestrant, an established standard treatment.

ESR1-gfafda egar arer 270 AT, vepdegestrant & 3TR T & aTell 7 HE
TARA0T & @ T AHAT AT 91T Aol AT, STafeh T AT 399K fulvestrant 9Ted et
aTel AT H Ig 2.1 Al AT

o Most side effects reported with vepdegestrant were low grade, including musculoskeletal

pain, fatigue, nausea, constipation, and lower appetite, plus changes in liver-related
enzymes and heart rhythm.

Vepdegestrant & &1 RaTE fhT 10 31TRIshier go5877d gooh T & U, foieret A eft-Fare a¢,
A1, Aell, Feol 3R 3@ F FlY, 1Y & Ipc-Heeh TarsA 3R g a1fd # gRact=r anfder &

e Vepdegestrant works by targeting the oestrogen receptor, an important driver of many
breast cancers.

Vepdegestrant TEgtereT RATET T AAfaTcT Sleh 1 AT 5, ST S Fclel haRiT Sl Teh HgeaquT

FRE g
¢ In patients with mutations in the ESR1 gene, the receptor can remain active despite hormone
therapy, leading to the cancer resisting the treatment.
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ESR1 e & ScaRact=T arer At &, grafer It & arasie; Récex Afshd @ Fevarl g, orad
I 3TAR & gfa gfaed & Srar g

Vepdegestrant destroys the receptor altogether, giving patients with some advanced forms of
breast cancer a new hope.

Vepdegestrant RATET &I g8 e A€ H T &, TSTEd TeT Hhail & FS Sl FT arel QG
I TS e A B

The drug is taken orally once a day, which is more convenient than fulvestrant, which requires
intramuscular injections.

Ig eaT et # Ueh IR #HlfEe &9 & o STl &, S fulvestrant 1 JoieTT 7 31Tt glaernsian ¢,
g foT Al & 37eT SAFeU I 3TaTHAT BT &

Many proteins associated with diseases lack suitable points on their surface where a
traditional inhibitor can bind, rendering the protein dysfunctional.

I & 33 S AT hT Helg TR W ST TUTH g1 8l 5161 IRURe HaREh oI5 Feh 3R
W Y AR oot b |

PROTACSs however need to bind to a protein just enough to bring it into contact with an E3
ligase.

gTeilieh PROTACS &Y G A Shdel ST S[S ST HTTLThT el & foh I8 38 E3 Argas &
TS F o Toh|

Thus, PROTACs may also be able to target proteins previously considered difficult to treat.
39 9FR, PROTACS 31 GICIaT I T FIfaTd Xl & H&TH 8 Fohdl ¢ [oleg Jgol 3UAR & folT
ISl ATAT ST AT

And because one PROTAC molecule can degrade multiple copies of a protein, these drugs
may work effectively at lower doses than conventional inhibitors.

3R Fifeh Tk PROTAC 370] Wit ot &g Ticral &t faafed #X Fehal &, 3 gaI¢ IR
3TARNEThT ST Tolell & e G 3 TTel &9 F R T Fehcl 8 |

These potential abilities are why the PROTAC development pipeline is so wide today.
ST THHTTAT &THATHT & HRUT &1 37T PROTAC s Ifsham sdeit camae g

Thus far, more than 40 PROTAC candidates have entered clinical trials, targeting more than
200 proteins across different disease areas.

319 T, 40 W ATUH PROTAC 3FHigaR wAcTiareh qdaron & gaer ok geh &, S fafdest Qo a1t
3 200 ¥ iftre AT 1 Afard = W L

While the main focus is still cancer, researchers are also paying more attention to
neurodegenerative diseases, inflammatory conditions, and muscle disorders, where
abnormal or misfolded proteins contribute to disease.

gTelifeh T €11 387 87 TR TR &, QMereheiT ARHT-3r9ar Ao, Faret Fareft Reerferat sk
ARt FAsRY o &1 0 €11 & @ &, STeT IAART AT eI e § 33§ INENT 191 7
IR I B

Challenges to overcome

X Y STt aTelY et

There are still several challenges to overcome.
373t o oS glfarat § foiee oX o e amhr 1
The PROTAC molecules are generally larger and more structurally complex than traditional

small-molecule drugs, which are usually designed to be compact enough to pass through the
gut wall and into the bloodstream after a patient swallows a pill.

PROTAC 319 A= d: Wm-aqmmﬁﬁwﬁagsﬂtmmﬁ
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31O Sifed g §, foeg AR IR 3= BleT S1ar SITdT & o A9ft garT el faaTelt & &g 3

3T 1 EaR A g TFd JaTg 7 JAA HT T |
But because PROTACSs are bulkier, they can be harder for the body to absorb and distribute
efficiently to different tissues.

AfereT FifF PROTACS 3R & 92 81 &, 3afaT el & fav 3o¢ a2l aerr 3 Affe
mwmw@@mmama

Their activity can also vary with concentration.

W?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬂ'ﬁ%ﬁg«u off SeT gahdr gl

At very high levels, PROTACs may begin binding separately to either the target protein or the
E3 ligase instead of bringing the two together in the same complex.

agﬁaﬂmwrﬂ, PROTACs dféid Wil 31 E3 1831t 1 Ueh &) shieColdd & 1Y ol &
T, 3197 U TRl Uah & 3TeT9T- 37097 STl I® Y Fehe! &

As a result, fewer productive interactions occur and the drug can paradoxically become less
effective.

IRUTAEEEY, HH FeTdY 37 Frard gidy & 3R FaRems et €9 & a1 e T &) Jehll &1

Most current PROTACSs also rely mainly on just two E3 ligases while human cells are known
to have more than 600.

FTHT A TR PROTACS HET &9 & 3haol &1 E3 digelsl W AR oY &, Staifeh Arera
FIRAI3T F 600 T 31w E3 1S3 91T ST &

Scientists are therefore trying to expand the number of ligases that can be recruited, which
could improve tissue specificity and reduce side effects.

AT aAfAS 37 ATSASAT T HEAT T T TITH F TG & Tolee STIRT H AT 7 I, ad
Fcfh-fafisear 3 FUR & FohaTl & 3R gosrea &2 & T 81

Resistance mechanisms may also emerge over time.

AT & A1y gfaer a7 o [anfad g aehd 8

For example, cancer cells could develop mutations that alter the cellular machinery that
PROTACS rely on to destroy proteins, or reduce the availability of E3 ligases themselves,
making the drugs less effective.

3ETEROT o foiw, FET RIRABTT W FcaRad A Ad T Tehal & S 3T PIHRARIT Y0Tell HT scol
& f99 I PROTACS TN &l 55 ¥l o ToIv [l X €, I1 TaT E3 SA1S3IST ST SUSTEIT sl
FH FT ¢, TFHY caTv A FHET &7 ST B

The FDA approval for vepdegestrant augurs targeted protein degradation as a viable clinical
approach.

AYSAEEE Y FDA Y FS T8I WENT TIErce Y Teh ehagTd sielfeieh gieeehior & &9 7
T FTel T Tohd &l &

At the same time, the field is still developing, and most PROTAC-based drugs are still going
through clinical trials.

ey &, Ig &7 31sh off TAnA &Y @ & 31K 31fhier PROTAC-3MUTRA gard 373 off i
qQeTol & o QT &
Further study will determine how widely this new therapeutic pathway can be applied and

how it will perform relative to existing treatments across different diseases, including long-
term safety and real-world effectiveness across various patient populations.

31T & 37ET g TR e o 38 A0 Rl At 1 fohcs sarae &9 & oy foham s
Fehel & 3R I Tafdest SRt & #Hisrer 3TaRt i Jefelm & $Har Fete e, 5w fafdee
el Fogt # Erefentfere et 3R aredfas gRIEfaaT & gemaelierar sir enféer 2|
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Oldest quasars
found deepen
‘perplexing’
space mystery
i —

he Euclid space telescope has
T spotted the oldest quasars - the

brightest objects in the universe -
ever discovered, deepening a cosmic
mystery that has been puzzling scientists.

A quasar is the intensely luminous core
of a distant galaxy powered by a
supermassive black hole. As gas spirals
into the black hole, extreme amounts of
gravitational energy are converted into
radiation, making quasars shine with the
light of a trillion suns. They provide
valuable insights into the early evolution
of galaxies and black holes. Because they
are so incredibly bright — and looking
deep into space also means looking back
in time - scientists have been hunting for
ancient quasars to learn more about the
little-understood infancy of the universe.

In a study published on Monday, an
international team of astronomers
announced they had discovered 31
quasars, including the two oldest
observed yet, using the European Space
Agency’s Euclid telescope, which is ata
stable hovering spot around 1.5 million
kilometres from the earth. The light from
the oldest pair comes from when the
universe was roughly 670 million years
old, just five percent of its current age of
13.8 billion years.

This beats the team’s previous record
for oldest -- and therefore most distant --
quasar announced in 2021 by around 20
million years. Previous quasar hunts were
mostly carried out with ground-based
telescopes, but the launch of Euclid in

Quasars, the intensely luminous
cores of galaxies powered by a
supermassive black hole, provide
insights into the early evolution

of galaxies and black holes

2023 “has transformed this field,” Daming
Yang, the lead author of the study in
Astronomy & Astrophysics, said.

In just two years, Euclid has doubled
the number of ancient quasars known to
science, added Yang, a PhD student at
Leiden University in the Netherlands.

GCONTACT: 9971932488
Cosmic quandary
The newly discovered quasars dateback ~ 07J7. Oldest
to what is known as the epoch of quasars found
reionisation. This when the first starsand ~ deepen

galaxies began to form, bringing an end to
the cosmic dark ages. “We can use
quasars as a lighthouse to study the gas
between us and them, so that we can
trace how the universe was reionised
through this cosmic history,” Daming
Yang said. The quasars are also the latest
example of a problem that has been
increasingly baffling scientists.

As more powerful telescopes allow us
to see further back in time, galaxies and
other cosmic objects have turned out to
be far bigger than had been thought
possible at such an early age.

“Every step further back in time makes
the puzzle more perplexing,” study
co-author Joseph Hennawi said in a
statement about the newly discovered
quasars. “These monsters - weighing
billions of times the mass of our sun --
somehow already existed when the
universe was in its infancy,” he said. “We
don’t yet have a good understanding of
how they grew so massive, so fast.”
Hoping to find an answer, the scientists
are searching for even older quasars. The
far-seeing James Webb space telescope
also recently observed the newly
announced quasars, Daming said, and the
team will soon begin sifting through the
data it collected.

The team eventually hope to stitch
together “a quasar chronicle of the first
billion years,” Hennawi said.

TARIMSTRTT soleh it il YeTeT T &

e As gas spirals into the black hole, extreme amounts of gravitational energy are converted
into radiation, making quasars shine with the light of a trillion suns.

STH €1 31 Sefeh gl 7 A §U TN el &, HeATh AR A Tearhyor St faferzor 7

aRafdd g el &, Forad FarR @iat It & Jehrer & FHAT THdhd g

‘perplexing’ space
mystery

HEH QA FaArEd
$r @t F ‘SIfee
3rafter e Fr 3k
e R

e The Euclid
space telescope has
spotted the oldest
guasars -- the brightest
objects in the universe -
- ever discovered,
deepening a cosmic
mystery that has been
puzzling scientists.

IfFers srafter gl =
379 dsh @iet 3T Jed
R FIRRT — FEATS Y
I THRTN TEIIHT —
T IdT T 8, Toraer
Ig SEASIT WEE 3R
ITERT 81 ITAT & ST
JATfoeT T 3AsTT H
SERGE]

e A qquasar is the
intensely luminous core
of a distant galaxy
powered by a

supermassive black
hole.

FIART Ueh GIEY TP T IcATUH THAHER et Gl &, Ty vk

e They provide valuable insights into the early evolution of galaxies and black holes.
3 ITFREETSHT AR sl ger & IR [ & IR 7 Hegdret SAHHRY Feled #d & |

e Because they are so incredibly bright — and looking deep into space also means looking
back in time — scientists have been hunting for ancient quasars to learn more about the little-
understood infancy of the universe.

FAIP T IITAH THT Bl & — 3R 3ARET F 3RS doh 2W@AT T H NS 2@t & AT o
gIdT & — safav dafae SEdAs & Fe THST 30 YRIAS TOT & aR H 318 e & v ur=iie
FATERT Hr W I L &
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In a study published on Monday, an international team of astronomers announced they
had discovered 31 quasars, including the two oldest observed yet, using the European Space
Agency’s Euclid telescope, which is at a stable hovering spot around 1.5 million kilometres
from the earth.

HHITR T GHAT Teh ITETAA H, WINATIGT T T AT &9 o ehwor &7 fF 3giad
UIRT 3TARET Tl & FfFers GRale &7 3UATeT e 31 FATERT 1 @iaf &1 &, Forete 319 o g&
1T 2T HA RT1 FATER 81 MR &; g GTefeT G2l & 978797 15 o1 feheilaiex gy Ueh e
U W T g

The light from the oldest pair comes from when the universe was roughly 670 million years
old, just five percent of its current age of 13.8 billion years.

A T 513 { 37Te AT JhTT 36 HHI T ¢ ST SEHAS I 67 FUS a6 AT AT, ST HqAT
AT 3T 13.8 3RS N1 T shrel Urer Ficrere g

This beats the team’s previous record for oldest -- and therefore most distant -- quasar
announced in 2021 by around 20 million years.

Ig A @R 2021 H BT Hal Gl — 3R SATAIT Fady oY [8Ud — FaeR & ool Repls &1
ST 2 FZ a8 F NS ©Ig SaT e

Previous quasar hunts were mostly carried out with ground-based telescopes, but the
launch of Euclid in 2023 “has transformed this field,” Daming Yang, the lead author of the
study in Astronomy & Astrophysics, said.

gel FARRT 1 TieT AT &9 T gedt-Araria graiat & o STl o, dfehet 2023 H gidFels &
ATIOT o ‘5 &1 T Jeof e §,” TESIATAT U5 T fn o 3 Sehifid 31eeaie & e o
ST =797 = g

In just two years, Euclid has doubled the number of ancient quasars known to science,
added Yang, a PhD student at Leiden University in the Netherlands.

wHIcels & oSl faeafderera & NU=st o1 IieT o gl foh Shael a1 ANt # JfFers o =it 1
ATl et FATERT T HEAT T AT AT AT

Cosmic quandary

TEATSIT g

The newly discovered quasars date back to what is known as the epoch of reionisation.
T WISl 3T FIRR 38 TAY A GO & TSI T HTAAHOT ZT & T H STl ST 8 |

This when the first stars and galaxies began to form, bringing an end to the cosmic dark
ages.

TE IE TAY YT ST Tgel ART 3R IMeATRETIT3A A1 FoFTor & g31, e FEAST e T b
34‘?r§3ﬂ|

“‘We can use quasars as a lighthouse to study the gas between us and them, so that we can
trace how the universe was reionised through this cosmic history,” Daming Yang said.

ST AT 7 FgT, “§H FARR I Th THIIEAH & FT H 3TN X Tohd & dlich gAR IR 3%
ST FHiS[e, 36 T 3T TR ST Heh, TS & 6 I Il o1 Heh [oh 38 SEATSIT STg &
ERIeT SEATS AT Jof: JTAAHIT G311

Th_e quasars are also the latest example of a problem that has been increasingly baffling
scientists.

Y FAR 3H GHEAT HT AT 3e180T 37 &, S Safaent o) FeaR 3178 ergreT & ST W 2

As more powerful telescopes allow us to see further back in time, galaxies and other cosmic
objects have turned out to be far bigger than had been thought possible at such an early age.

S-S JfRreh QIfecrerel quelel g3 Fa g & 3R I awet i 3refafa &t €, mepreeiomd 3k
3o TEATERT TEGU et TR Tt 3 HIHT TS STToY Y Jolell 3 el 37rer Fremmer s a1 |
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“Every step further back in time makes the puzzle more perplexing,” study co-author Joseph
Hennawi said in a statement about the newly discovered quasars.

AT @iet 3T FARRT o TR H Ueh ST H EITeT o Tg-oleh SATAE goITdl oF Hhel, “THT H &
e I ST 59 ugell ot AR 31 sIfea sar garg

“These monsters -- weighing billions of times the mass of our sun - somehow already existed
when the universe was in its infancy,” he said.

3egiot T, & e ’is — foreTeht seaaiet AR T & GedalTel ¥ e e it § — forelr
e a8 #Hisie & ST SIEATS N IR Jaear & 41|’

“We don’t yet have a good understanding of how they grew so massive, so fast.”

g 3791 Tk 3T a1 T IS TAST AT ¢ b I 5t hdl AT H 31 [a2mel FH & IT|”
Hoping to find an answer, the scientists are searching for even older quasars.

3R QST hT TR #, &=fieieh 31 ot qur=) Fame & TieT o 3@ €

The far-seeing James Webb space telescope also recently observed the newly announced
guasars, Daming said, and the team will soon begin sifting through the data it collected.

STTHET o g oh g Teh G el H TETH A+ A9 IHANET qualtet o1 37 §ToT &1 H BT SoT FaARRT ol
37areliehet TohaT &, 3R E SToe &1 8 GaRT Ueh fohT 1T ST T TaReNoT & |

The team eventually hope to stitch together “a quasar chronicle of the first billion years,”
Hennawi said.

EATAT ¥ g foh &9 37d: “Uga Ueh 3T auT T FATET STAGT” AR et T 3TRIT AT g

Answers to June 30 quiz: 07J37. QUIZ

1. Disease caused by a Treponema pallidum
infection - Ans: Syphilis

2. 15th century event that catalysed the spread
of smallpox - Ans: Columbian exchange

1. Disease Caused by Treponema
pallidum Infection — Syphilis

3. First bacterium identified as a human e Causative OrganismTreponema
disease’s cause - Ans: Mycobacterium leprae pallidum is a spiral-shaped bacterium

4. Microbe that has caused seven pandemics

(spirochete) that causes syphilis, a sexually
transmitted infection (STI).

It spreads mainly through sexual contact and can also pass from an infected mother to her
unborn child, causing congenital syphilis.

Key FeaturesSyphilis progresses through primary, secondary, latent, and tertiary stages
if left untreated.

Early symptoms include a painless sore (chancre), while advanced disease may affect the
heart, brain, nerves, and other organs.

The infection is diagnosed using blood tests and can be effectively cured with penicillin,
especially in its early stages.

WHO and national health authorities continue to emphasize early screening and treatment to
prevent complications and congenital transmission.

2. Fifteenth-Century Event that Catalysed the Spread of Smallpox — Columbian
Exchange

MeaningThe Columbian Exchange refers to the large-scale transfer of plants, animals,
people, microbes, and goods between the Americas and Europe following Christopher
Columbus's voyages beginning in 1492,

SignificanceOne of its most devastating consequences was the introduction of smallpox
and other Old World diseases into the Americas.
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e Indigenous populations had no prior immunity, resulting in catastrophic epidemics that
caused millions of deaths and profoundly transformed the demographic, social, and political
landscape of the American continents.

e Smallpox was eventually eradicated worldwide in 1980 following the successful global
vaccination campaign led by the WHO.

3. First Bacterium Identified as the Cause of a Human Disease — Mycobacterium
leprae

e Discovery Mycobacterium leprae was identified in 1873 by the Norwegian physician Gerhard
Armauer Hansen, making it the first bacterium proven to cause a human disease.

e The disease it causes is leprosy (Hansen's disease).

e ImportanceThe bacterium primarily affects the skin, peripheral nerves, eyes, and upper
respiratory tract. It grows extremely slowly, and symptoms may appear years after infection.

e Today, leprosy is completely curable through multidrug therapy (MDT) provided free of cost
under WHO-supported programmes. Early diagnosis and treatment prevent disability and
interrupt disease transmission.

4. Microbe that Has Caused Seven Pandemics Since the Nineteenth Century — Vibrio
cholerae

e Causative OrganismVibrio cholerae is a comma-shaped bacterium that causes cholera, an
acute diarrhoeal disease transmitted mainly through contaminated water and food.

e Pandemic History
Since 1817, the world has experienced seven cholera pandemics, all caused by Vibrio
cholerae.

e The ongoing seventh pandemic began in 1961 and is primarily associated with the El Tor
biotype. Cholera can lead to severe dehydration and death within hours if untreated.

e Rapid oral rehydration therapy, intravenous fluids in severe cases, improved sanitation, safe
drinking water, and oral cholera vaccines remain the principal strategies for prevention and
control.

5. Rapidly Mutating Virus that Constantly Changes its Genetic Makeup — Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)

e Nature of the VirusHuman Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is a retrovirus that attacks the
body's CD4 T-lymphocytes, weakening the immune system and, if untreated, leading to
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

e The reason for Rapid Mutation HIV mutates rapidly is because its enzyme reverse
transcriptase frequently makes copying errors while replicating viral RNA into DNA.

e This high mutation rate enables the virus to evade immune responses and develop resistance
to certain drugs if treatment is inadequate.

e Although no curative vaccine is currently available, combination antiretroviral therapy
(ART) effectively suppresses viral replication, allowing people living with HIV to lead long and
healthy lives while significantly reducing transmission.
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E-rickshaw battery ‘hacks’ and Bluetooth
BMS vulnerabilities

The misuse of battery management apps exposed security flaws in imported e-rickshaw battery systems, rather than problems with the apps

themselves; stronger supply chain oversight and security standards, not app bans, are needed to address such vulnerabilities

ko ———

The story so far:
ver the last week, social media
has been flooded with videos
depicting individuals using
mobile applications such as
BAT-BMS, Lossigy and Epoch-i-ion to
wirelessly disable the batteries of
e-rickshaws using Bluetooth. The videos
have largely been shared as “pranks” —
however cruel, unethical and unlawful
they may be — while some have
speculated that the applications were
designed for high-tech sabotage by
China’s manufacturers. The reality is far
less dramatic, yet still worth
understanding carefully.

How are battery management
systems diagnosed?

Applications such as BAT-BMS exist to
allow fleet owners and service technicians
to easily diagnose battery problems such
as overvoltage or undervoltage. In most
vehicles, battery management and
diagnostics require physical access to the
module and the use of a computer or
other device to gather information.

Over time, manufacturers have begun
equipping these modules with Bluetooth
capabilities, making diagnostics and
repairs easier without requiring extensive
disassembly. Applications such as
BAT-BMS are typically developed
alongside the battery management
systems they support and are almost
certainly not intended to sow chaos by
disabling as many vehicles as possible.
Instead, they search for specific devices
advertising themselves as battery
management modules over Bluetooth,
connect to one device at a time, display

diagnostic information, and provide basic
debugging functions.

How are e-rickshaws built and why
imported electronics matter?
The BAT-BMS application is specifically
designed to discover and connect to
Battery Management System (BMS)
modules manufactured by a Chinese
electronics company, Jiabaida. A
seven-year-old public discussion on the
open source code sharing platform
GitHub documented a lack of
authentication in Jiabaida BMS modules,
with the author even providing a hacky
workaround for this obvious security flaw.
Over time, this vulnerability appears to
have been discovered and subsequently
exploited by individuals who began
popularising its misuse. In particular,
some users circulated short-form “prank”
videos demonstrating how it could be
used to disable e-rickshaw batteries.
Almost all of the components that
make up e-rickshaws are imported from
China. In fact, one could order almost all
the parts required to assemble one from
consumer websites such as Alibaba Group
or AliExpress. Of course, one could go
even further and import a fully
pre-assembled e-rickshaw from China
through these platforms, though the
shipping fees and Customs duties might
eat into your margin. Most manufacturers
import the electronic components
required to assemble e-rickshaws from
China, leaving only the fabrication and
assembly of the aluminium frame and
chassis to be done domestically.

When technology is blamed for
system vulnerabilities
1t appears that whenever something goes

wrong, the government is quick enough
to attribute blame to digital platforms.
Telegram was ordered to be blocked
during the re-NEET period, reportedly to
protect individuals from fraudsters
claiming to sell leaked examination
question papers in advance. Similarly,
following viral “prank” incidents, the
government directed Google and Apple to
remove several popular battery
management apps from their respective
app stores.

In both cases, the government has
chosen to restrict access to applications
rather than address the underlying issues
in a meaningful way. While the two
applications are fundamentally different —
one being a widely used communication
platform with social media features, and
the other a set of utilities for diagnosing
battery issues — the reasoning behind
both decisions appears similar.

In essence, when a particular
technology becomes associated with
harm, restricting access to that
technology is seen as a way to eliminate
the harm itself.

Hypothetically, if the re-NEET
examination were to be compromised,
the breach would have to occur at the
source or during transit — during question
formulation, printing, or transport. The
breach would not originate from, nor be
enabled by, the Telegram platform itself.
Blocking Telegram in this hypothetical
scenario would only temporarily disrupt
the sale of leaked question papers until
sellers migrate to another platform of
choice. Similarly, restricting battery
management applications does not make
vulnerable BMS modules any more
secure. If anything, it might further
inconvenience users who have been

affected and are trying to restore
functionality to their vehicles.

How should supply chain regulation
be structured?

Contrary to popular belief, regulatory
frameworks governing e-rickshaws do
exist. Gazette notifications GSR 709(E)
dated 8.10.2014 and S.0. 2590(E) dated
8.10.2014 define requirements related to
overall dimensions, tyres, brakes, horns,
and vehicle identification number
standards, but do not provide detailed
standards for electronic components.

Globally, as security risks become
increasingly associated with the supply
chains, various strategies have been
adopted to address vulnerabilities before
a product reaches the assembly line.
These include vetting suppliers, auditing
the firmware of electronic components,
and tracing the origin and capabilities of
individual parts. Such measures can be
mandated through regulation. A simple
Google search conducted seven years ago
could have alerted e-rickshaw
manufacturers to the security issues in
the BMS modules they use.

Frameworks that establish standards,
as well as responsibilities and liabilities
for manufacturers, should ideally extend
to all products containing electronic
components, not just vehicles or
specifically e-rickshaws. While sourcing
parts from the cheapest available source
might be suitable for building a quick
prototype, the long-term production and
marketing of products should require
greater effort and due diligence than
simply placing a few orders and setting up
an assembly line.

(Karan is an independent security
researcher from New Delhi, India)

07J7. E-rickshaw battery ‘hacks’ and Bluetooth BMS vulnerabilities
§-Ream d<h 5 3R sy BMS FASANAT

e The misuse of battery management apps exposed security flaws in imported e-rickshaw
battery systems, rather than problems with the apps themselves; stronger supply chain
oversight and security standards, not app bans, are needed to address such vulnerabilities.

ST Y Ao o GEUGNT A Vo Y FHEATHT & T AT $-Rerem et yonferdt & geam
FHSNRET T 3APR &, T AR & fuest & forw v gfdatt & e Astgd smqfct
A fAIRTAT 3R GI&TT AleThi hT HTTLIHT 8|

e Over the last week, social media has been flooded with videos depicting individuals using
mobile applications such as BAT-BMS, Lossigy and Epoch-i-ion to wirelessly disable the
batteries of e-rickshaws using Bluetooth.

TSl TodTg o ST, Tl ATSAT VX ST H 1 1T § T3 9T BAT-BMS, Lossigy 3R
Epoch-i-ion S FSTSer TCerahaleT &1 3UANT &l Selcd & ATEIH U 3-Reperm it SRt
I dlieh 8 96 id [e@s ¢ I o

e The videos have largely been shared as “pranks” — however cruel, unethical and unlawful
they may be — while some have speculated that the applications were designed for high-tech
sabotage by China’s manufacturers.

o1 SN T FTT T @ “Hsfleh” o & A AT AT IAT & — 871 & A FN, 3fAfcieh 3 IRRrfeAT
8 — STaIfeh e ol & ST AT ol & Toh SoT UTToehelel 1 Tiel oh THTCA31T SaRT 3T deheitehl
drswhIs & forw f3sirse foham aram |
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The reality is far less dramatic, yet still worth understanding carefully.

ATETAhll SHY el ha HATChI B, oliched T H S8 FAUTAIh HHSAT AT &

How are battery management systems diaghosed?

e yaere yonforat 1 e F9 T Srarg?

Applications such as BAT-BMS exist to allow fleet owners and service technicians to easily
diagnose battery problems such as overvoltage or undervoltage.

BAT-BMS S TTCeIoheleT Trelle HTTolehl 3 JdT dehal I 11T ol 3iaidlecs AT isidlecst oT&r
STl FAEEIT3T 1 AT F T¥eleT ) S gawm &at & fov #Aler €1

In most vehicles, battery management and diagnostics require physical access to the module
and the use of a computer or other device to gather information.

STTRIRIRT ATg=AT &, Sl Jaeret 3R foveret 3 fore Alser Feh sifash Tga AR SASRY T e
o forT hegex a1 fohall 31 3UHTOT oh UGN T HTGRFHT glcil 8

Over time, manufacturers have begun equipping these modules with Bluetooth capabilities,
making diagnostics and repairs easier without requiring extensive disassembly.

Y & A, TAATIHT A 37 AT el T se[gy &TAAHT T oI F el & T e &, forady samash
T & Grelet Y ITT2THAT & T fAgrT 3R AFAT 3maT &y a1s &1

Applications such as BAT-BMS are typically developed alongside the battery management
systems they support and are almost certainly not intended to sow chaos by disabling as
many vehicles as possible.

BAT-BMS 31 TfCHh2IeT ATHICTT: 37 sedl YaersT Yonfardl & 91 3o fd e S & fSeTer
AT I § R 978791 T RaaT §9 & 3eTeT 36527 31T I 317 aTgaAl ol g dhieh eTaeT
thelTlT =T6T 8IeT &

Instead, they search for specific devices advertising themselves as battery management
modules over Bluetooth, connect to one device at a time, display diagnostic information, and
provide basic debugging functions.

$HF ToT, I Sy & ATLAH | TG I el Yaeiel AlSTe & ®9 7 F&Ted ddet arel [afrse
3USHIOT T WSTd ¢, Toh FHT A Teh 3UHOT A 501 &, foraret Farelh STarey e & 3R aferere
3TN I YT i B

How are e-rickshaws built and why imported electronics matter?

&-Rrarerm 3 Fore oy § 3k amenfar sty Rt Hecayot 2

The BAT-BMS application is specifically designed to discover and connect to Battery
Management System (BMS) modules manufactured by a Chinese electronics company,
Jiabaida.

BAT-BMS titaaher & fadly 9 & el Selarcl il d shusil [o1aTeal GaRT folfaid et Aot
RoeeH (BMS) Al I Tietel 3R 314 5[5+ o fov f3eimse foham s g

A seven-year-old public discussion on the open source code sharing platform GitHub
documented a lack of authentication in Jiabaida BMS modules, with the author even providing
a hacky workaround for this obvious security flaw.

39T ERT IS HIHAT A dTel Colehid GitHub TR AT I¥ YA Teh Ao foleh ==l & foramser
BMS Higger 7 JHTONHOT T el &l &of fondm a1 AT, Foras oi@e of 58 TS JRaTl HHAAN &
foIT weh 3t qaATeneT off yereT femar &

Over time, this vulnerability appears to have been discovered and subsequently exploited by
individuals who began popularising its misuse.

THY & Y, AT Il BT & Foh 38 I ohT Il oI 9147 AR o1 H FS @il F et
GEUNT =T Y Y e
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e In particular, some users circulated short-form “prank” videos demonstrating how it could be
used to disable e-rickshaw batteries.

A &7 §, F TR o BIE “Hofiehar AT JATRT fohe Forerer femar Iram o saer
3T §-Rerem ST i 5g == & AT F fFar S Ihar g
e Almost all of the components that make up e-rickshaws are imported from China.

&N ST aror ofarerer Foft Treen e & 31T e S B

e In fact, one could order almost all the parts required to assemble one from consumer
websites such as Alibaba Group or AliIExpress.

aEcd H, IS 3 Shiehcd $-ReFelT T SIS & [T 3Taegeh Sarstar Hell Iaif i JHeTaraT 49 a7
ANTFHIH ST 3UNFaT dq@TSel § HaT FehaT &

e Of course, one could go even further and import a fully pre-assembled e-rickshaw from China
through these platforms, though the shipping fees and Customs duties might eat into your
margin.

fAfRad ¥ &, F1S 57 coehiAT & AT § AT § T G IR $-Never $fF 3R a1 Fhell 5,
gTaiiten FKAT e[ean 31X FeAT Q[oeh et T ol Y el B

e Most manufacturers import the electronic components required to assemble e-rickshaws
from China, leaving only the fabrication and assembly of the aluminium frame and chassis to
be done domestically.

31fRrpier fAHTAT $-Rerem Y S & foT 3MaTF sAFel s gl ol i F AT Fd &,
STafeh TogATaas tha iR ATE 1 0T TUT 3&ael 81 8] T 9 T Srel &1

When technology is blamed for system vulnerabilities ?

ST JOTTer Y FARA F AT dveils ) v Rar srar @

e It appears that whenever something goes wrong, the government is quick enough to attribute
blame to digital platforms.

UHT FefieT 81T ¢ Toh ST 8 a5 ITeicl 81Tl &, WK STecr U sHehr A FBfSree et o srer
G

e Telegram was ordered to be blocked during the re-NEET period, reportedly to protect
individuals from fraudsters claiming to sell leaked examination question papers in advance.

Q-NEET 313 & SNreT ENRITH &) scifeh avdet T 3TS2T feT a7am T, i & & el &Y 37
m@m%mmmﬁ@mgqﬁmwmaﬁwmw@m

e Similarly, following viral “prank” incidents, the government directed Google and Apple to
remove several popular battery management apps from their respective app stores.

S YR, AR ‘U TeA31 & d1G, TIHR o IErel AR Toqe i 379+ F e 07 TR 8 F3
SO S JeeleT U geTe T feveer i

e In both cases, the government has chosen to restrict access to applications rather than
address the underlying issues in a meaningful way.

gt AAC H, DR A Fe FATATH T AEH T H &l e & TN TTCelh21eT Feh TgT Y
AT et T Tehed T &

¢ While the two applications are fundamentally different — one being a widely used
communication platform with social media features, and the other a set of utilities for
diagnosing battery issues — the reasoning behind both decisions appears similar.

glellTeh aloil TTCeTehelel FHeT &9 U 37e1T § — Teh cATeh & H 3TN FohaT STt aTer |rerer HfSa
gt aTem FAR cATHi § 3R qar Sl GEEn3i @ fHemeT e arel STl T JHE § —
fore ot gt Tt & dies o1 s T Tl glar &

¢ In essence, when a particular technology becomes associated with harm, restricting access to
that technology is seen as a way to eliminate the harm itself.
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TN &, ST HIg FAAT Tehelleh A & 3 S &, A 3T Aehofieh e T¢I AT AT HLAT

THUT HI FHTCA HTal T R HAT ST B

Hypothetically, if the re-NEET examination were to be compromised, the breach would have
to occur at the source or during transit — during question formulation, printing, or transport.

Fledfareh &7 4, Ife H-NEET qﬁmﬁw@mgmm, T eolgs TId WX IT IIRage & R
— ueef fHToT, TUTS AT IR & THT — BT IS

The breach would not originate from, nor be enabled by, the Telegram platform itself.

g Sooided o dl TaT SHREIH TATHIH T 3cdee gidT 31X o & $Heh GaRT TV fohdT S|

Blocking Telegram in this hypothetical scenario would only temporarily disrupt the sale of
leaked question papers until sellers migrate to another platform of choice.

sﬂwmﬁmﬁwﬁmmmymaﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁmaﬁwﬁ
ST AT, TS e foh TashaT fohdll 31 Tolehid W TATATA R 18T &l ST |

Similarly, restricting battery management applications does not make vulnerable BMS
modules any more secure.

33T JehR, S8 JarereT Titaderat st Yiaaieid shiel & ik BMS Higgel it GRIaid w16l &1
S|

If anything, it might further inconvenience users who have been affected and are trying to
restore functionality to their vehicles.

sfeeh, T IoT SRS o ForT 3R 317k 3rgfarem et Y el & S Teac ¢ § AR 3roed
aTg=AT <hT SHIIETHCT T GoT: TATTAT kel T TITH FX T8 8

How should supply chain regulation be structured?

Fmafet @ fafeargers hir avaer 3 gl aifye?

Contrary to popular belief, regulatory frameworks governing e-rickshaws do exist.
e emoT & faudia, §-Rerem @1 fifd &t ater foramees ot g &1

Gazette notifications GSR 709(E) dated 8.10.2014 and S.O. 2590(E) dated 8.10.2014 define
requirements related to overall dimensions, tyres, brakes, horns, and vehicle identification
number standards, but do not provide detailed standards for electronic components.

TSI AT GSR 709(E) & 8.10.2014 3R S.0. 2590(E) faie 8.10.2014 Fel
3TTITAT, TRRY, Sohl, 81eT 31X a8 UgaTeT TEAT HAleTeh! § T TaRIHAT3IT bt IRNT it
g, olfeheT Solerciioleh TIeehl o ToIT faEcd HIeleh YeTel ST6T el 3

Globally, as security risks become increasingly associated with the supply chains, various

strategies have been adopted to address vulnerabilities before a product reaches the
assembly line.

ARG T I, SI-SI GRaTr SRH 3Mqfcf @en3it & 3178 s 571 g €, el 3cdres
FRATH TS T TET W Tgok FASNRAT Y o et 35 v TPt Torferall srems ars &)
These include vetting suppliers, auditing the firmware of electronic components, and
tracing the origin and capabilities of individual parts.

o191 ITfelFaisit 1 AT, FoFelad gl & HHAAT F1 33T i safFaera smt i seufar
T &THAT3IT T 9T ST 2MTAA &
Such measures can be mandated through regulation.

VA 3T 1 RfFTdAa & Aregs @ 31 Aard Far s ghar gl

A simple Google search conducted seven years ago could have alerted e-rickshaw
manufacturers to the security issues in the BMS modules they use.

T I ggel T IS Teh AIIROT TSl Tt 87 $-Reerm T3 Y 3e7eh gaRT 3UANeT T Sifet
aTel BMS HATSYel shT FRaT FHAEATIHT & it Teleh T el AT

Frameworks that establish standards, as well as responsibilities and liabilities for
manufacturers, should ideally extend to all products containing electronic components, not
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just vehicles or specifically e-rickshaws.

HTeTeh! oY TATIAT et aTel 1, AT &7 ATt Y orFAeRaT 3t saeed), 3meey 99 $ao
arg=r a7 AT T F 3-RFem ds WA 7 g Tl selacifeleh gl dTel 3cUTal deh [aediRd
g Tifgul

e While sourcing parts from the cheapest available source might be suitable for building a quick
prototype, the long-term production and marketing of products should require greater effort
and due diligence than simply placing a few orders and setting up an assembly line.

gTolifeh W TEA 3T Al ¥ Yof AT Ueh Rt Nelersd FaTret o foIv 3ugeret g1 Hehell 8,
QAfSheT ScuTel o Ardentfereh Scteet AR faquTet & forT Sharel e 3T &1 3R 3Aerel oz

T et & 3170 yarw 3R 3T Sra-ggare i 3maISar g afeT)
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‘Karnataka govt. plotting to derail HMT revival package’

‘FeAleH THR TITAS TSR Fat Y RAver a3t i e W W@ g

‘Karnataka govt. plotting to
derail HMT revival package’

said. He added that Benga-

BENGALURU luru Urban Deputy Conser-
vator of Forests N. Ravin-
Union Minister for Heavy dra Kumar had ordered the

Industries and Steel H.D.
Kumaraswamy on Monday
accused the Congress go-
vernment in Karnataka of
conspiring to derail the
Centre’s efforts to revive
Hindustan Machine Tools
(HMT), alleging that the
State government was us-
ing the Forest Department
to create obstacles just
when a special revival
package for the public sec-
tor enterprise was nearing
a crucial stage. He said
HMT would challenge the
order before the court.
Responding to media re-
ports that the State Forest
Department had issued a
notice to HMT and set a
deadline for returning its
land in two areas, Mr.
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H.D. Kumaraswamy

Kumaraswamy questioned
the timing and legality of
the action.

“The matter is pending
before the court. At such a
sensitive stage, the State
government, through the
Forest Department, has is-
sued a notice and has im-
posed a deadline. This
amounts to interference
with judicial proceedings
and is contrary to law,” he
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HMT to immediately sur-
render 430 acres of land to
the Forest Department on
the grounds that it consti-
tuted forest land.

“With the objective of
breathing new life into
HMT, I have been making
efforts to convince the
Prime Minister and the Un-
ion Finance Minister to ap-
prove a special package.
Just when the package was
close to being announced,
the State government, with
malicious intent, got such a
notice issued,” he alleged.

The Union Minister said
a meeting on the proposed
package was scheduled for
the following week and a
decision to revive the en-
terprise was imminent.
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07J7. ‘Karnataka govt. plotting to derail HMT revival package’
‘FeATed THR TITAL TASGUR Sdhat $Y fawer Fear $1 wrforer @ W

Union Minister for Heavy Industries and Steel H.D. Kumaraswamy on Monday accused
the Congress government in Karnataka of conspiring to derail the Centre’s efforts to revive
Hindustan Machine Tools (HMT).

FErT 7R 3T TF SEUT FA v E. FAREARA o VAR T FeATea T HEAH TWHN N
Tigrarer 7l o (HMIT) & JoeaeR & T g & et ot e et & anforer Toe &
3RIY ST

He alleged that the State government was using the Forest Department to create obstacles
just when a special revival package for the public sector enterprise was nearing a crucial
stage.

3ogiel 3TRIT SRTAT foh TS TIHR T FAHTIT T 3TINT X WA TAF 89 & 3UHA o [0
T forehy JeregtR ¥ & Hgcaqol TR0 & STend 3cdeel Y T B

He said HMT would challenge the order before the court.
3egiel gl o THUHE 3 3MTC2 T 3eTerd H Jedlcil I
Responding to media reports that the State Forest Department had issued a notice to HMT

and set a deadline for returning its land in two areas, Mr. Kumaraswamy questioned the
timing and legality of the action.

AT Rotet & Tor go1 s cary vawad o1 affew ST T el &7t 61 1 f citer=) T wor-
A fenRe fopw Sty ax afafshan & g it FARETH 3 58 FRATS & TAY 3N J8AT T T2

3o |

“The matter is pending before the court.

"G HIH 3Terd # fdd

At such a sensitive stage, the State government, through the Forest Department, has
issued a notice and has imposed a deadline.

T FagANe AT H o IR & o [AHET & ATTA I Afed IR R aHg-Grar foreifika
FETE

This amounts to interference with judicial proceedings and is contrary to law,” he said.
e #A1AF FRAATE & GETETT o FHIT ¢ 3N FleleT o [aveH §,” 3wiol el
He added that Bengaluru Urban Deputy Conservator of Forests N. Ravindra Kumar had

ordered HMT to immediately surrender 430 acres of land to the Forest Department on the
grounds that it constituted forest land.

3giel 33T g foh FAeTele e 3T aaT TYaTe Uet. WA FAR o TaUAE T Acehlel 430 TS A
T f#TTaT T W= 7 311Cer T &, T et §U fob a8 oot AfA &

“With the objective of breathing new life into HMT, | have been making efforts to convince the
Prime Minister and the Union Finance Minister to approve a special package.

“TITHE H 7S e Goeel & 3652 & A wenarsalt 3R Fhr e #wiht 7 ey Y wiea
a:ﬁltra?rrawmau—{mﬁl

Just when the package was close to being announced, the State government, with malicious
intent, got such a notice issued,” he alleged.

ST & g Yoot AN §1F & T T, AT TP = GHITATI0T T J T ANfEH ST Hear
T’ 3egiet 3TRIT o9 |

The Union Minister said a meeting on the proposed package was scheduled for the
following week and a decision to revive the enterprise was imminent.

FER FA 7 et ok TEAITA Yot T 39Tl FoclTe Foeh 8T § 3R 3 & Jree R )
foroTer efver foram et arer 21
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